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ARTICLE XI. 


Fourth Letter in Vindication of Mr. Pope, 
againft Mr. de Croufaz. 


To the Author of the Hiftory of the Works of 
the Learned, 


“AX N a former Letter, [charged the French 
We Tranflation of the Ejfay on Man, with 
now and then miftaking his Original ; 

$8 which Matter, as well becaufe it has 





been one of the principal Caufes of the Commenta- 
tor’s Impertinences, as to juftify my Cenfure, I 
fhall make the Subjeét of this Letter. 

I have already dwelt fo long on the firft Ep iftle, 
that I fhall take my Specimen of the Tranflator’s 
Errors from the Introduction to the /econd, And 
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inorder to give the Reader a clear Idea of them, 
I fhall previoufly explain the Poet’s Reafoning 
in that Introduction. 

Mr. Pope had fhewn, that the Ways of God 
are too high for our Contemplation ; from whence 
he concludes, that 


«© The proper Study of Mankind is Man. 


This Conclufion from the firft Epiftle, he metho- 
dically makes the Subject of his Introduction to the 
fecond; which treats of Man’s Nature. But here 
the impious Accufers of Providence would be ant 
to object, and fay, — “* Admit we had run into 
«© an.extreme, while we pretended to cenfure or 
«¢ penetrate the Defigns of Providence ; a Mat- 
ter indeed too high for us ; yet you have gone as 
far into the Oppofite, while you only fend us to 
the Knowledge of ourfelves. You muft banter 
us when you talk of this as a Study; for fure we 
«© are intimately acquainted with our own Natures.” 
Thus, I fay, would they be apt to objec; for 
there are no Sort of Men more over-run with Pride, 
as Mr. Pope has fully fhewn tn his firft Epiftle, ef- 
pecially that Kind of Pride which confifts in a boaf- 
ted Knowledge of human Nature. Hence we fee 
the whole Argument of the late infidel Books a- 
gainft Religion, turns on a fuppofed Inconfiftency 
between z/, and’ what they preterid to fay are the 
Dictates of human Nature. The Poet therefore, 
to convince them that this Study is not fo eafy a 
‘Task as they imagine, [from 1. 2 to19.] Defcribes 
the dark and feeble State of the human Underftand- 
ing, with regard to the Knowledge of ourfelves: 
And this is the firf# Argument for the Difficulty of 
this Study. He brings a fecond from Faét, and fhews 
{ from }. 18 to 34.] that neither the cleareft Science, 
which refults from the Newtonian Philofophy, nor 

: the 


a 


‘ 
‘ 


& 


“ 


o 


& 


“ 








Art. 11. For MARCH, 1739. 161 


the moft fublime which is taught by the Platonick, 
willat all affift usin this Study ; nay, what is more, 
that Religion itfelf, when it grows Fanatical and 
Enthufiaftick will do as little: Tho’ pure and fo- 
ber Religion will beft inftruct us in Man’s Nature, 
that Knowledge being of the very Effence of Reli- 
gion, whofe Subjef? is Man confidered in all his 
Relations, and confequently whofe Obje is God. 
To make this fecond Argument from Fact the 
more ftriking, he illuftrates it, [from ]. 30 to 43. ] 
by the greateftt Example that ever was in Science, 
the incomparable Newton, whom he reprefents as 
fo much fuperior to bis own Species, that the ange 
lick Beings, when they faw him of late unfold all 
the Law of Nature, were in doubt whether they 
fhould not reckon him of ¢heirs; juitas Men, when 
they fee the furprizing Inftances of Sagacity in an 
Ape, are almoft tempted to think he fhould be 
ranked amongft Men. Yetthis wondrous Creature, 
who faw fo far into the Works of Nature, could 
go no farther in human Knowledge, thanthe Ge- 
nerality of his Species; for which the Poet gives 
this very juft Reafon. — Inall other Sciences, the 
Underftanding is unchecked and uncontrolled by 
any oppofite Principle ; but in the Science of Man 
the Paffions overturn as faft as Reafon can build 


up. 


** Alas, what Wonder! Man’s fuperior Part 

‘© Uncheck’d may rife, and climb from Art to 
Art ; % 

<¢ But when his own great Work is but begun, 

6s What Reafon weaves, by Paffion is undone. 


This is a plain Account of the Poet’s fine Rea- 
foning in his Introduétion. The whole of which 
his very elegant Tranflator has fo unhappily mif- 
taken, that of one of the moft forceable and beft 
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connected Arguments, he has made it one of the 
moft obfcure and inconfiftent, which the willing 
Commentator could fcarce {make worfe, by his im- 
portant and candid Remarks. — Thus beautifully 
does Mr. Pope defcribe Man’s Weaknefs and Blind- 
nefs, with regard to his own Being. 


¢ = Plac’don this Ifthmus of a middle State, 

¢ A Being darkly wife, and rudely great, 

<¢ With too much Knowledge for the Sceptick 
fide, 

¢¢ With toomuch weaknefs for the Stoic’s Pride, 

‘¢ He hangs between ; in doubtto act or reft, 

‘ In doubt todeem himfelf a God or Beatt ; 

© In doubt his Mind or Body to prefer, 

«¢ Born but to die, and reafoning but to err. 


a 


a ©# 


But as he has given this Defcription of Man for 
the very contrary Purpofe to which Scepticks em- 
ploy fuch Kind of Paintings, namely, not to de- 
ter Men from, but to excite them to the Difcovery 
of Truth; he hath, with great Judgment, repre- 
fented Man as doubting and wavering between the 
right and wrong Object; from which State there 
are great Hopes to be relieved by a careful and cir- 
cum{pect Ufe cf Reafon. On the contrary, had 
he fuppofed Man fo Blind as to be bufied in chu- 
fing, or doubtful in his Choice, between two Ob- 
jects equally wrong, the Cafe had appeared defpe- 
rate, andall Study of Man had been effectually dif- 
couraccd 5 but"his Tranflator not feeing into the 
Force and Beauty of this Conduét, has run into 
the very Abfurdity I have here fhewn Mr. Pope has 
fo artiully avoided. 


oe 7. 7 
The Poet fays, 
I 


‘¢ Vian hangs between in doubtto AcrorRsst. 


Now 
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Now he tells us ’tis Man’s Duty to 47, not 
to Ref, as the Stozcks thought ; and to their Prin- 
ciple this latter Word alludes, he having juft be- 
fore mentioned that Sect, whofe Virtue, as he 
fays, is 

<s fix’d as in a Froft ; 

6 Contracted all, retiring to the Breaft: 
6 But Strength of Mind.is Exercise, not Ref. 





But the Tranflator is not for mincing Matters, 


¢¢ Seroit-il en naiffant au travail condemne ? 
‘© Aux douceurs du repos feroit-il deftine ! 


According to him, Man doubts whether he be 
condemned to a flavifh Toil and Labour, or de- 
ftined to the Luxury of Repofe, both whigh are 
extravagant Errors, and directly contradict Mr. 
Pope’s whole Drift, which is to recommend the 
Study of Man. Mr. de Crou/az himfeli, had fome 
Glimmering of the Abfurdity of the two Lines : 
And becaute he fhall not fay, Iailow him to have 
faid nothing right throughout his whole Com- 
mentary; I will here tranfcribe his own Words. 
— ‘“* Ce qui fait encore que les Antithefes frapent 
au lieu d’ inftruire, c’eft qu’elles font outrées. 
L? Homme nait-il condamne au travail ? Doit-il fe per- 
mettre la molleffe et le repos? Quel fujet de decou- 
ragement ou de trouble, fi l’on n’avoit de choix 
qu’entre deux partis fi contraires? Mais nous ne 
naiffons ni deftinesa un repos oifif, ni condamnes 
a un travail accablant & inhumain, p. 138. 

Again, Mr. Pope, 


‘© In doubt to deem himfelf a God or Beaft. 
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i.e. he doubts, as appears from the Line im- 
mediately following this, whether his Soul be Mor- 
tal or Immortal, one of which is the Truth, name- 
ly, its Immortality, as the Poet himfelf teaches, 
when he fpeaks of the Omniprefence of God. 


<¢ Breathes in our Sou/, informs our mortal Part. 


The Tranflator, as we fay, unconfcious of the 
Poet’s Aim, rambles, as before : 


‘¢ Tantot de fon efprit admirant I’ Excellence, 
*¢ J] penfe qu'il eft Dieu, gw’il en a la puiffance s 
«¢ Et tantot gemiffant des befoins de fon Corps, 
<< J] croit que de la brute, il n’a que les reforts. 


Here his Head (turned to a fceptical View) was 
running on the different Extravagancies of /lex- 
ander, Des Cartes, and Spinofa; fometimes, fays 
he, Man thinks himfelf a real God, and fometimes 
again a mere Machine; Things quite out of Mr, 
Pope’s Thoughts in this Place. 

Again, the Poet in a beautiful Allufion to the 
Sentiments and Words of Scripture, breaks out in- 
to this juft and moral Reflection upon Man’s Con- 
dition here. 


** Born but to die, and Keafoning but to err. 


The Tranflator turnsthis fine and fober Thought 
into the moft outragious Scepticifm. 


*¢ Ce n’eft que pour mourir, quileft ne, qu'il . 
reipire 
‘« Et tout fa raion n’eft prefque qu'un delire, 


And 
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And fo makes Mr. Pope directly contradict him- 
felf, where he fays, 


«¢ With too much Knowledge for the fceptick 
Side, 


Strange that the Tranflator could not fee the 
Difference between that weak State of Reafon, in 
which Error mixes itfelf, with all its trae Conclu- 
fions concerning Man’s Nature, and an abjtraf 
Quality, which we vainly call Reafon, but which, 
be tells us, is indeed fcarce any Thing elfe but Mad- 
nefs. 

But Miftakes, like Misfortunes, feldom come 
fingle; and for the fame Reafon, becaufé they in- 
fluence one another. — For the Tranflator, ha- 
ving miftaken both the Nature and End of the De- 
{cription of the Weaknefs of human Nature, im- 
agined the Poet’s /econd Argument of the Difficul- 
ty of the Study of Man from Fact, which fhews 
that the cleare/t and fublimeft Science is no Affiftance 
to it, nor Religion itfelf, when it grows Fanati- 
cal and Enthufiaftick: He imagined, I fay, that 
this fine Argument was an IIluftration only of the 
foregoing Defcription, in which Inftances were 
given of the feveral Extravagancies in falfe Science, 
of weak and blind Reafon. Whereas the Poet’s 
Defign was juft the contrary ; it was to fhew the 
prodigious Force and Vigour of the human Mind, 
in Studies that did not relate to itfelf; and yet that 
all that Force could not affift it in this Enquiry. 

But there was another Reafon why the Tranfla- 
tor could not fee this ; he had miftaken, as we fay, 
the foregoing Defcription of the Weaknefs of the 
human Mind, to relate to its Weaknefs, with re- 
gard to all Truth; whereasthe Poet meant it only 
with regard to the Knowledge of Man’s Nature ; 
fo he feems to have thought, that if Mr. Pope was 
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to be unfterftood as fpeaking bere of real and 
ereat Progrefs in Science, it would contradict 
what had been faid in the Defcription ; and there- 
fore he turns it to imaginary Hypothefes. 


I. 

Mr. Pope— 

<¢ Go wondrous Creature! mount where Sciencé 
guides, 

<¢ Go meafure Earth, weigh Air, and ftate the 

Tides, 

é¢ Shew by what Laws the wand’ring Planets 
{tray, 

ss Correct ald Time, and teach the Sun his Way, 


II. 


«¢ Go foar with Plato to th? Empyreal Sphere, 
¢ To the firft Good, firft Perfect, and firft Fair, 


ITI. 


“© Or tread the mazy Round his Followers trod, 
‘¢ And quitting Senfe call imitating God. 
‘ Go teach eternal Wifdom how to rule, 
<< Then drop into thyfelf, and be a Fool. 


Mr. Pope fays, Go wondrous Creature, and he 
never ufes random Expreffions, The Reafon of 
his giving Man this Epithet here isthis. —~ Man, 
who, as hefays, in another Place, is little le(s than 
Angel in his Faculties of Science, is yet miferably 
blind in the Knowledge of himfelf; fo ftrange a 
Contraricty therefore, well intitles him to the Name 
of woudrous Creature. But the Tranflator not ap- 
prehending the Poet’s Thought, imagined he gave 
the Epithet ironically, and fo tranflates it, 


¢ Va 
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<¢ Va fublime Mortel, fier de ton Excellence, 
‘¢ Ne crois rien d’ impoffible a ton Intelligence. 


Mr. Pope. — 
aie Mount where Science guides, 
‘«s Go meafure Earth, weigh Air, and ftate the 
Tides, 
ts Shew by what Laws the wand’ring Planets 
{tray, —— | 





This ,is a Defcription of the real Advances in 
if Science, fuch as the Newtonian. And the very 
Introduction to it, Mount where Science guides, 

fhews it to be fo. 

But the Tranflator, carried away with a Notion 
that it was an I]luftration of the foregoing Defcrip- 
tion, turnsthe Whole tovain, fale, imaginary Sci- 
ence, fuch as that of Des Cartes: And to add the 
greater Ridicule toit, introduces the Philofopher, 
with Compafs in Hand, meafuring the Univerfe. 





<¢ Te Compas ala main mefure I? un iverfe; 

6* Regle a ton gre le flux & le reflux des mers ; | 

«© Fixe le poids de I air, & commande aux Ng 
planetes; 

© Determine le cours de leurs marches fecretes. 


Regulate, fays he, according 10 your own Will, 
the Flux and Reflux of the Sea; and this did Des 
Cartes: But it was a Newton that flated the Tides. 
It is the pretended Philofopher that fixes the Weight 
of the Air; but the real Philofopher that weighs 
Air. It was Des Cartes that commanded the Pla- 
nels, and determined them to roll according to bis own 
good Pleafure ; butit was Newion, who 
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And when the Tranflator comes to the third In- 
ftance, which is that of falfe Religion, he intro- 
duces it thus, 


«s Et joignant !a folie a la temertte. 


Which fhews how ill he underftood Mr. Pope’s 
Inftances of the Natural Philofophy of Newton, and 
the Metaphy/ick Philofopby of Plato. And yet all 
the Juftice, the Force, and Sublimity of the Poet’s 
Reatoning, confifts in a right Apprehenfion of 
them. 


Mr. Pope. — 
‘¢ Go teach eternal Wifdom how to rule, 
‘¢ Then drop into thyfelf, and be a Fool. 


Thefe two Lines have only tended to keep the 
Tranflator in his Error; for he took the /irf to be 
a Recapitulation of all that had been faid from 1. 18. 
Whereas it with the /econd is a Conclufion from it, 
to this Effect, <* Go now vain Man, elated with 
‘© thy Acquirements in real Science, and imagina- 
‘ ry Intimacy with God: Go and run into all the 
¢ Extravagancies I have expofed in the firft E- 
* piftle, where thou pretendedft to teach Provi- 
<< dence how togovern ; then drop into the Ob- 
¢ fcurities of thy own Nature, and confefs thy 
** Tonorance and Folly.” 

Mr. Pope then confirms and illuftrates this Rea- 
foning by one of the greateft Examples that ever 
was. 


a 


a“ 


‘¢ Superior Beings, when of late they faw 
* A mortal Man unfold all Nature’s Law, 
‘ Admir’d fuch Wifdom in an earthly Shape, 
* And thew’d a Newton as we fhew an Ape. 
«© Could 
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«* Could he whofe Rules the whirling Comet 
bind, 
‘© Defcribe or fx one Movement of the Mind ? 


In thefe Lines he fpeaks to this Effect. — «* To 
‘¢ make you fully fenfible of the Difficulty of the 
«© Study of Man, I fhall inftance in the great New- 
“© ton himfelf; whom, when fuperior Beings not 
‘© long fince faw unfold the whole Law Nature, 
‘«s they were fo ftruck with his prodigious Science, 
<¢ that they were in doubt, whether they fhould 
‘* not reckon him one of their own Species ; juft 
«< as Men, when they fee the furprizing Inftances 
<* of Sagacity in an Ape, are almoift tempted to 
“ think it fhould be reckoned in their Number : 
‘© And yet this wondrous Man could go no farther 
“¢ in the Knowledge of his own Nature, than the 
<< Generality of his Species.” 

Thus ftands the Argument, in which the Poet 
has paid a higher Compliment to the great Newton, 
as well as a more ingenious, than any of his moft 
zealous Sectators ever pretended to do. 

Yet the Tranflator, now quite in the dark, by 
Miftake heaped upon Miftake, imagined the Po- 
et’s Defign was to depreciate Necwton’s Knowledge, 
and humble the Pride of his Followers: On which 
Account, he has play’d at crofs Purpofes with his 
Original. 


“< Des celeftes Efprits la vive Intelligence 
«* Regarde avec pitie notre foible Science ; 
‘< Newton, le grand Newton, que nos admirons 
tous, 
¢ Fit peut-etre pour eux, ce qu’un Singe eft pour 
nous. 


“ The heavenly Spirits, whofe Underftanding 
‘¢ js fo far {uperior to ours, look down with Pity 
** on 
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‘© on the Weaknefs of human Science; Newton, 
<¢ the great Newton, whom we fo much admire, 
«© is perhaps in no higher Efteem with them than 
‘¢ an Ape is with us.” 

But it is not their Pity but their Admiration that 
is the Queftion here; and it was for no flight 
Caufe that they admired; it was to fee a mortal 
Man unfold the whole Law of Nature; which, by 
the Way, might have fhewn the Tranflator, that 
the Peet was fpeaking of real Science in the fore- 
going Paragraph. Nor was it Mr. Pope’s Inten- 
tion to bring in any of the Ape’s Qualities, but its 
Sagacity into the Comparifon, as now every one 
may fee. 

But this Miftake feems to have led both [the 
Tranflator and Commentator into a much worfe, 
into a ftrange Imagination that Mr. Pope has here 
reflected upon Sir J/aac Newton’s moral Character ; 
which the virtuous Poet was as far from doing, as 
the religious Philofopher was from deferving, 

After Mr. Pope had fhewn, by this illuftrious 
Inftance, that a great Genius might make prodigi- 
ous Advances in the Knowledge of Nature, and at 
the fame Time remain very ignorant of his own, 
he gives a Reafon for it : In all other Sciences 
the Underftanding has no oppofite Principle to 
cloud and biafs it, but in the Knowledge of Man, 
the Pafious obfcure as faft as Rea/on clears up. 


‘© Could he whofe Rules the whirling Comet bind, 
Defcribe, or fix one Movement of the Mind? 
«¢ Who faw the Stars here rife, and there defcend, 
Explain his own Beginning, or his End? 
Alas what Wonder! Man’s fuperior Part 
Uncheck’d may rife, and climb from Art to 
Art; 
But when his own great Work is but begun, 
What Reafon weaves by Paffion is undone. 
Here 
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Here we fee, at the fifth Line, the Poet turns 
from Newton, and fpeaks of Man and his Nature 
in general. Yet the T ranflator feems to apply all 
that follows to that Philofopher, which, as we 
fay, gives Birth to a wrong Imagination. 


‘© Toi qui jufques aux cieux ofes porter ta vue, 
<¢ Qui crois en concevoir & l’ordre & l’etendue, 
¢¢ Toi qui veux dans leur cours, leur prefcrire la 
lol, 

‘¢ Scais-tu regler ton coeur, fcais-tu regner fur toi? 
‘¢ Ton efprit qui fur tout vainement fe fatigue, 
<* Avide de fcavoir, ne connoit point de digue ; 
<¢ De quoi par fes travaux s’eft-il rendu certain ? 
‘© Peut-il te decouvrir ton principe & ta fin. 


In a Word, the elegant Tranflator has miftaken 
the whole Turn of the Argument, in this Intro- 
duction, from firft to laft; and thereby quite ob- 
{cured the ftrong and well-connected Reafoning of 
his Original: But fhould I take notice of all the 
Calumnies and Impertinences into which this hath 
Jed the Commentator, I fhould quite tire the Rea- 
der’s Patience : It fhall fuffice to tranicribe his Re- 
marks on thefe laft Lines of the Tranflator,—— 
“* It is not to be difputed, but that whatever Pro- 
‘* orefs a great Genius has made in Science, he de- 
** ferves rather Centure than Applaufe, if he has 
{pent that V:me in barren Speculations, curious 
‘© indeed, ‘but of little Ufe, which he fhould have 
** employ’ to know himfelf, . bis Beginning and 
his End, and how to regulate his Conduct ; and 
if, inftead of that Candour and Humanity, and 
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Defirs to oblige, Virtues fo becoming our 
Nature, he be over-run with Ambition, Envy, 
and a Rage of Prcheminence, whofe Violence 
and Rancour are attended with the moft fcanda- 
lous Effects, of which there are too many In- 
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<< ftances ; Vices which Mr. Newton liv’d and 
¢s died an entire Stranger to *.” 

It would be hard to fay whether the Tranflator. 
or Commentator have here rambled fartheft from 
their Author’s Meaning ; but the vile Infinuations 
in the Remark are all the Commentator’s own ; and 
_ I have here tranfcribed it to expofe the malignant 
Motive he appears to have had in writing againft 
the Effay on Man. | 

In Conclufion, never were poor Men fo mifera- 
bly bit ; the poetical Tranflator could not imagine 
that fo great a Poet would pique himfelf upon clofe 
Reafoning; and the faftidious Philofopher, of 
Courfe, concluded that a Man of fo much Wit 
could hardly reafon well; fo neither gave that ne- 
ceffary Attention to the Poet’s Syftem that was fit- 
ting. A Syftem logically clofe, tho’ wrote in Verfe, 
and compleat tho’ ftudioufly concife: This fecond 
Epiftle particularly, (to which the Reafoning ex- 
plained above is an Introduction) containing the 
trueft, cleareft, and confequently the beft Account 
of the Origii, Ufe, and End of the Paffions, that is, 
in my humble Opinion, any where to be met with. 
Thus have I endeavoured to fet the Merits of the 
Caufe between Mr. Pope and his Critick in a fair 
Light. The Reader may now judge for himéelf, 
I have given a Specimen of Mr, de Croufaz’s Rea- 
foning, and I have given a Specimen of Mr. Pope’s, 
And to do them both Juftice, I have taken no- 
tice of the Miftakes of the Tranflator, by which 
the one hath been much mifled, and the other much 
mifreprefented. 


A R- 
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3 
ARTICLE Xi. 

A Compleat Syftem of Opticks in four Books, 
viz. a Popular, a Mathematical, a Mechani- 
cal, and a Philofophical Treatifg, To which 
are added, Remarks on the whole. By Robert 
Smith, L. L. D. Profeffor of Aftronomy and 
Experimental Philfophy at Cambridge, and 
Mafter of Mechanicks to his Majefty. Cam- 
bridge, Printed for the Author, and fold there 
by Cornelius Crownfield, and at London dy 
Stephen Auften, at the Angel and Bible zx 
St. Paul’s- Church-Yard, amd Robert Dod- 
fley, at Tully’s-Head zm Pall-Mall. 1738, 
Quarto. The Opticks emply 455 Pages, 
with 63 Plates; the Author’s Remarks on 
the whole Work 171, with 20 Plates; and 
the Preface, Index, &c. 25. 


ESIDES the Fruits of his own Genius and Indu- 
ftry, Dr. Smith has enrich’d thisWork with the 
Experiments and Difcoveries of the greateft Ma- 
{ters of the Science, who wrote before him, and 
by the Theories and Remarks of fome of the moft 
ingenious Virtuofi now living. In brief, it is well 
nigh qualified to bear the pompous Title of A Li- 
brary of Opticians. Our Author made ufe of the 
Labours of the Dead, as well as the friendly Affi- 
ftance of his learned Cotemporaries, not for the Sake 
of his Readers only, but alfo for his own ; having, 
as he tells his honourable Patron, + ‘* when he came 
“© to execute his Plan, found, that in undertaking it 
‘¢ he had attended too little to the good old Rule, 
‘© Quid valeant bumeri, and projected a Defign 
** much too large for the Health and Leifure he 
‘¢ had to profecute it.” This modeft Diftrutt of 
+ The Right Honourable Edward Walpole, E(q; hi 
° IMe 
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himfelf has turned very much to the Advantage of 
the Publick, by producing a Syftem the moft com- 
prehenfive and inftructing that has ever appeared 
upon this noble Subject. 

The firft ofthe four Books, or the popular Trea- 
tife, (to folloW the Account our Author has him- 
felf given us in his Preface) tho’ partly intended as 
an Introduction to the reft, is chiefly defigned for 
the Ufe of thofe who would know fomething of 
Opticks, but want the preparatory Learning that 
is neceflary for a thorough Acquaintance with that 
Science. With this View he has there avoided all 
Geometrical Demonftrations, and inftead thereof 
“has fubftituted that more loofe and entertaining 
Sort of Proof that may be drawn from Experiment 
only ; and the Experiments he has contrived for 
that End, are not only eafy to be underftood, but 
may be tried with very little Trouble or Appara- 
tus. By this Means, with a moderate Application, 
confiderable Attainments may be made in this de- 
lightful Branch of Knowledge, which the Doétor 
has explained in fuch a Manner, as he hopes may 
be eafy to al], and yet not tedious to more skilful 
Readers, who may find therein fomething not un- 
worthy their Notice. But further) this popular 
Treatife well underftood, will be, as he adds, 
abundantly fufficient to conduét the above-men- 
tioned Readers through many curious Pieces con- 
tained in the Remarks, and even through the 
whole third and fourth Books; efpecially if their 
Heads be a little turned towards mechanical Mat- 
ters, and be furnifhed with fome of the firft and 
eafieft Principles of Aftronomy. 

This Books confifts of eight Chapters. In the 
firft the Properties of Light are difplay’d, and 
the Laws of its Refraction and Reflection are de- 
livered. In the fecond are fhewn the feveral Ef- 
fects of its Refraction and Reflection by re 
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either concave, convex, plain, or prifmatick: 
The fundamental Principles and Theory of Catop- 
tricks and Dioptricks are here exhibited, illuftrated, 
and exemplified in a great Variety of Cafes. The 
third Chapter defcribes the Conftruction, and 
affigns the general Dimenfions of the hunan Eye ; 
the Modus of Vifion is explained, and the A ffec- 
tions of that wonderful Organ are diftin@ly fpeci- 
fied. In the fourth Chapter our Author has confi- 
dered Vifion with refracting and reflecting Glaffes, 
both fingle and combined, accounting for the Phe- 
nomena of the feveral Sorts of Microfcopes and 
Telefcopes, into the Compofition of which they en- 
ter. The Subject of the fifth Chapter is very cu- 
rious, Concerning our Ideas acquired by Sight. The 
former Part of it is a Tranfcript from the Philofo- 
phical Tranfactions, No. 402, in which is Mr. Chi/- 
felden’s Account of the Sentiments and Behaviour 
of a young Gentleman, whom he had brought to 
Sight, which he had never till then enjoyed, by 
Couching. Nothing could bea properer Introduc- 
tion to the Doétrine of this Chapter, which includes 
many fine Speculations and Theorems relating to 
the Modus of Vifion. The fixth Chapter, Con- 
cerning the Origin and Caufe of Colours, comprifes 
very many of Sir J/aac Newton’s Obfervations and 
Experiments, whereby he inveftigated and proved 
one of the nobleft Difcoveries that ever was made, 
and of which he was moft eminently the Inventor. 
The feventh and eighth (which are the two laft) 
Chapters of this Book, are likewife in a great Mea- 
fure borrowed from the Opticks of that prodigious 
Genius; fetting forth The Cau/fe of Refrattion, Re- 
flection, Inflection, and Emiffion of Light; and of 

The Tranfparency, Opacity, and Colours of Bodies. 
The four firit Chapters of the fecond Book 
(which is the Mathematical Treatife) contain the 
Geometrical Elements of the whole Work, demon- 
N ftrated, 
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ftrated, Dr. Smith fays, ina fhort and eafy Manner. 
The nine fubfequent Chapters of it comprehend a 
great Variety of Problematical Propofitions. Thofe 
of the fourth Chapter are for determining the appa- 
rent Diftance, Magnitude, Situation, Degree of D1- 
ftinitnefs and Brightne/s, greateft Angle of Vifion and 
vifible Area, of an Object feen by Rays fucceffively re- 
flected from any Number of plane or fpberical Sur- 
faces; or fuccefively refracted through any Number 
of Lenfes of any Sort, or through any Number of dif- 
ferent Mediums, whofe Surfaces are plane or [pheri- 
cal: With an Application to Telefcopes and Micro- 
fcopes, Thofe of the fixth Chapter are for deter- 
mining the Aberrations of Rays, from the Geometrical 
Focus, caufed by their unequal Refrangibility, and 
aljo by the Sphericalnefs of the Figure of reflecting 
and refraéting Surfaces. The Propofitions of the 
feventh Chapter are fubfervient to the Solution of 
this Problem: 4 refracting or reflecting Telefcope 
being given, whofe Aperture and Eye-Glafs are ad- 
jufted by Experience, to determine the Length, Aper- 
ture and Eye-glafs of another Telefcope, through which 
another Ovjce fhall appear as bright and dipina as 
the given one, and magnified as much as fhall be re- 
quired. The eighth Chapter contains general Pro- 
perties of Focufes and Images, belonging to the Eye 
and to any Number of Mediums; with general Con- 
ftrugiions, fboewing the Variations of the apparent 
Difiance of an Oljeé, and of the real Diftance of its 
lajt Image, from the Eye, caufed by a direét Motion 
of the Eye, Oljeit, or Mediums, The Propofitions 
of the ninth Chapter are for the Determination of 
Locufes of Rays falling with any Degrees of Obliqui- 
ty upon any Number of reflecting and refracting 
Surfaces of any Sort, and alfo of the Properties of 
Caujticks, The tenth and eleventh Chapters are 
altogether employed in the Solution of divers Me- 
teorclogical Appearances 3 as the Rainbow, —_ 
an 
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Suns. 

In the Beginning of the tenth Chapter our 
Author premifes fuch Mathematical Principles 
as are neceflary for an exact Computation of the 
apparent Diameters and Breadths of Rainbows, and 
then fubjoins Sir J/zac Newton's entire Explication 
of the Colours of the Bows, and the Manner in 
which they are formed; taking the Liberty ‘here 
and there of making a few Additions to it, for the 
Sake of fuch Readers as may not be fo skilful as 
thofe to whom that great Man generally wrote. In 
the eleventh Chapter the Doctor has tranflated 
Hugenius’s Differtation on the two laft of the fore- 
mentioned Phenomena. ‘That noble Writer did not 
carry on this Differtation fo far as he originally 
intended. He defigned to demonftrate the more 
dificult Parts of his Subject at the Conclufion ; but 
leaving this undone, and the Editors of his poft- 
humous Works fupplying the Defect but in a few 
Words, our Author has done the fame more at 
large in an Appendix to this Chapter, which com- 
prifes alfo fuch Obfervations as are referred to in 
the Differtation, and a Demonftration of the Con- 
ftruction of the Tables therein ufed, and of fome 
other Mathematical Propofitions relating thereto. 
The twelfth Chapter is employed in determining the 
apparent Shapes, Pofitions, Magnitudes, and Di- 
ftances of large Objects, feen by Rays that fall upon 
refletting or refratting Surfaces, perpendicularly, almoft 
perpendicularly, and with any Degrees of Obliquity. In 
the laft Chapter Zhe Aberrations of Rays is refumed and 
carried further, in order to difcover the Limits of the 
Perfection of reflecting and refratling Microfcopes. 

_ In the third Book, which is the Mechanical Trea- 
tife, befides fome curious Collections belonging to 
the Art of grinding Glaffes, drawn up and com- 
municated by the late Honourable Samuel Moly- 
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neux, Efq; our Author has given a full Defcrip- 
tion of a complete Set of Optical and Aftronomical 
Initruments, according to the lateft and beft Im- 
provements ; together with particular Explanations 
of their feveral Ufes, when applied to the Purpofes 
of Aftronomy, Geography, Navigation, Level- 
ling, and other beneficial Arts. Mr. Adslyneux’s 
Collections, which fill up the firft Chapter of this 
Part of the Work, are extracted from Mr. Huy- 
gens and other Writers, I had, mytfelf, fome lit- 
tle Acquaintance with Mr. Adolyneux when he was 
avery young Man, and know he had even then a 
mighty Tafte for Meghanicks, and for no Branch 
of them more than that which is the Subject of this 
Chapter. And Dr. Smith tells us, That out of his 
great Regard for the Improvement of Aftronomy, 
by perfecting the Methods of making Telefcopes, 
both by Refraction and Reflection, he did not on- 
ly collect and confider what had been written and 
practifed by others, but alfo made feveral new Ex- 
periments of his own contriving, after he had pro- 
cured a moft complete Apparatus of all Sorts of 
Inftruments for that Purpofe. The Papers here 
publifhed were left by him imperfect. He was, 
after he had wrote what we here fee of them, ap- 
pointed a Lord Commiffioner of the Admiralty, 
which engaged him fo far in the publick Affairs, 
that he had no Leifure to purfue the Intention of 
them. Then it was he gave them to Dr. Smith, 
inviting him to make ufe of his Houfe and Inftru- 
ments, in order to finifh what his Employment in 
the Bufinefs of the State would not permit him to 
proceed in, But his Death quickly following, de- 
prived the Doctor of that Opportunity, and a 
~moft worthy Friend. Having therefore feen no- 
thing of the Practice of grinding Glaffes, he durft 
not venture, he tells us, to add any Thing of his 
own relating to it; but has fupplied from Mr. Huy- 
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gens what Mr. Molyneux had not compleated. As 
our Author is fo cautious of deceiving his Readers, 
by offering any Thing himfelf on thofe Heads with 
which he is unacquainted ; fo for their better In- 
ftruction, he every where takes care, that nothing 
material in the Works of thofe from whom he bor- 
rows fhall pafs unobferved : Of this we havean F:x- 
ample in the Cafe before us, for Mr. Huygens’s Trea- 
tife being efteemed the beft of any yet extant on the 
Subject, he has beftowed it upon thementirely. If 
in his Tranflation thereof he has any where miftaken 
the Meaning of the Original, he depends upon their 
Fxcufe, not only in Return for the Benevolence of 
his Intentions, but in Confideration of the Difficulty 
of the Point, and that it was a pofthumous Work, 
written originally in Dutch, and turned into Latin 
by another Hand. To diftinguifh Mr. Molyneux’s 
Papers from thofe of Mr. Huygens, he has affix’d 
their Names in the Margin.to the Beginning of 
their refpective Pieces. 

What cur Author employs thefe two illuftrious 
Virtuofi to inftruct us in, is, the Art of forming and 
polifhing the Tools for the working of Optick 
Glaffes ; how to judge of the Glafs ; the various 
Methods of working it; and how to give Glafles 
the Jaft and fineft Polifh: Under which Heads 
we meet with many Particulars that may furnifh 
a curicus Entertainment for Gentlemen, but which 
appear utterly infignificant in the Eyes of common 
Artificers, who defpife fuch an Hmbarrafs of Ap- 
paratus, and cannot fubmit to fuch tedious unne- 
ceffary Proceffes. 

In the fecond Chapter we have The Manner of 
cafting, grinding, and polifhing Metals for reflecting 
Telefcopes, begun by the Honourable Samuel Moly- 
neux, E/g; and continued by John Hadley, £/43 
Vice-Prefident of the Royal Society. 
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The three firft Sections of this Chapter ferve as an 
Hiftorical Preface to the practical Part of it. In 
them we have an Account of the Invention of Te- 
lefcopes, of their firft Application to Aftronomi- 
cal Purpofes, and their greateft Improvement by 
the reflecting Conftruction, wholly owing to Sir 
Tjaac Newton, and brought to the prefent Perfece 
tion by the Sagacity and Induftry of Mr. Hadley, 
and the Reverend Mr. Fames Bradley Profeffor of 
Aftronomy inOxford,aided by theIngenuity andCare 
of three Operators ourAuthor‘has named; towhom I 
may adda fourth, Mr. Fames Mann, a very good 
Artift inthat Way, living at the Sign of their fa- 
mous Inventor’s Head in Ludgate-Street. 

'TheRemainder of this Chapterisentirely praétical, 
prefcribing feveral Compofitions of Metals for the 
Specula of Reflecting Telefcopes; containing Di- 
rections for cafting, grinding, and polifhing them, 
with a Method of making the ‘Tools on which 
they are to be wrought ; together with Rules for 
finding the Radius of the Sphere of the Metal, 
examining its Figure, and correcting its Irregu- 
laritics. 

The Sequel of this Book is, for the moft Part, 
employed in defcribing the Mechanifm, and point- 
ing out the Uies of divers curious Inftruments, 
for telefcopical, microfcopical, and aftrcnomical 
Obfervations. Our Author’s Account of the Mu- 
ral Arch in the Royfl Obfervatory at Greenwich, 
takes up the feventh Chapter entirely ; as that of 
Sir [aac Newton’s Reflecting Telefcope, made by 
the Honourable Samuel Molyneux Efq 3 and prefent- 
ed by him to his Majefty Fobu V. King of Portugal, 
does almoft the whole of the eleventh, That moft 
ingenious and accurate Mechanick Mr. George 
Grabam’s aftronomical Sector has a Chapter de- 
fervedly beftowed upan it; and fo has Mr. Fobn 
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Hadley’s new reflecting Inftrument for taking An- 
gles at Sea. 

The eighteenthChapter, which exhibits the Con- 
ftruction of various Microfcopes, together with 
fome Microfcopical Obfervations, affords :a fine 
Entertainment for the Virtuofi: It is extracted 
chiefly from the Philofophical Tranfactions. Thole 
Sections of it which give usan Idea of Mr. Leeu- 
wenboek’s Microtcopes, are the learned and _judici- 
ous Mr. Fo/kes’s. 1 fhall tranfcribe one of them, 
in Vindication of that famous Dutch Philofopher, 
who has been cenfured as guilty of much Vanity, 
and of impofing upon the World, by boafting of 
Difcoveries he had never made. The Ground of 
this Accufation is, that others with the beft 
{nitruments, and the utmoft Diligence and Atten- 
tion, could never perceive fome Things which he 
pretends to have feen. But to enervate this Impu- 
tation, Mr. Folkes remarks, ‘* That a Piece of 
«¢ Skill in which that nice Infpeétor particularly 
‘¢ excelled, was that of preparing his Objects in 
“¢ the beft Manner to be viewed by the Micro- 
‘¢ fcope; and of this any one will be fatisfied, who 
«© fhall apply himfelf to the Examination of fome 
&¢ of the fame Objects as do yet remain before the 
“¢ Glaffes; at leaft, I have mytelf, fays Mr. Folkes, 
‘© found fo much difficulty in this Particular, as to 
** obferve a very fenfible Difference between the 
«* Appearances of the fame Object, when applied 
“* by mayfelf, and when prepared by Mr. Leeu- 
** qwenboek, though viewed with Glaffes of the 
*¢ very fame Goodnefs. This may be a Caution 
** to us, that we do not rafhly condemn any of 
** this Gentleman’s Obfervations, though even 
‘¢ with his own Glaffes we fhould not be able to 
** verify them ourfelves. We are under great 
** Difadvantages for want of the Experience he 
‘* had; and he has himfelf putus in mind, that 
: N 4 ‘¢ thofe 

































382 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 12; 


*¢ thofe who are the beft skilled in the Ufe of 
«< Magnifying Glaffes, may be mifled, if they 
¢ give too fudden a Judgment upon what they fee, 
€ or ’till they have been affured by repeated Expe- 
‘© riments; but we have feen fo many, and thofe 
“< of his moft furprifing Difcoveries fo perfectly 
‘< confirmed, by great Numbers of the moft curi- 
<¢ ous and judicious Obfervers, that there furely 
‘¢ can be no reafon to diftruft his Accuracy in thofe 
<¢ others which have not yet been fo frequently or 
“¢ carefully examined.” I know not whether the 
Form of Mr. Leeuwenhoek’s Eye was not fome 
Advantage to his Microfcopical Obfervations : It 
was the moft gibbous and protuberant I recollect 
to have ever taken Notice of : When I faw 
him he was an old Man, but appeared then to be of 
a moft hale Conftitution. That was in the 
Year 1722. 

I come now to the fourth Part of this Work, 
which our Author ftilesa Philofophical Treatife ; 
containing the LHiflory of the Tele/copical Difcoveries 
tn the Heavens. ‘Thole which have been made in 
the Sun appear firft. Spots were feen in that Lu- 
minary by Galileo, in the Year 1610. Thefe were 
Phenomena of which the World had not the leaft 
Knowledge ’till that Moment, and the Obferva- 
tion of them by that fagacious Jta/ian, opened, as 
I may fay, a new Field in the etherial Regions ; 
the Cultivation of which has vaftly enriched Philo- 
fophy. When by Means of his Telefcope, he had 
acquainted himfelf with the Sun’s Surface, he di- 
rected his Views to thofe of the Planets. Venus en- 
caged his earlieft Attention ; and he foon verified 
the Prediction of Copernicus, who, in anfwer to 
the Objection of the Péolemaicks, that if his Syf- 
tem were true,the Phafes of that Star wouldrefemble 
thofe of the Moon, had affured them that fome 
time or other, fuch a Similitude would be found 
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out: For in a Letter, written from Florence in 
1611, to William de Medici, the Duke of Tufca- 
ny’s Ambaffador then refiding at Prague, he de- 
fires that Minifter to let Kepler + know that he 
had been an Eye Witnefs of it. This Epittle is 
extant in the Preface to Kep/er’s Dioptricks: Our 
Author has given usa Tranflation of it into Eng. 
lifh. 

Galileo’s Telefcope, he tells us, fcarce magnified 
enough to difcover the like Phafes of Mercury, 
whofe exceffive Brightnefs was another Impediment. 
However, from fuch Difcoveries as he was able to 
make in this and the other Planets, he foon com- 
pofed the very firft (and ftillthe beft, as being the 
fhorteft and plaineft) Demonftration of the true 
Syftem of the Univerfe ; which, as Dr. Smith 
adds, had ’till then been always dubious and dif- 
puted; followed indeed by the beft Judges, but 
tor no other Reafon than that it afforded more 
fimple and eafy Solutions of Phaenomena, than 
could be deduced from Ptolomy’s Hypothefis. 

The Detail of Galileo’s planetary and lunar Ob- 
fervations, in which our Author js very copious, 
isa greatand moft delightful Part of this Treatife, 
of which there is hardly a fingle Paragraph that 
does not comprehend fome noble Idea, But be- 
fides the Labours of the Medicean Philofopher, the 
Reader here reaps the Benefit of Ca/imi’s, Schei- 
ners, Hevelius’s, Mr. De la Hire’s, Dr. Halley’s, 
Blanchini?s, and others, which Dr. Smith has col- 
lected from the Memoirs of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences, our Philofophical Tranfactions, &c. 
In thefe we fee the Method of obferving the Courfe 
of the Spots on the Sun, and thereby inveftigating 
the periodical] Times of its Revolution on its 4x75. 


+ He was then firt Mathematician to the Emperor Ruds/- 
pus U. 
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We have likewife an Account of the Difcoveries 
of the Tranfits of Venus and Mercury acrofs the 
Sun; as alfo of Spots inthe Disk of Venus, with 
many of the Obfervations of Signior Blanchini and 
M. Cafini thereupon, the different Conclufions 
drawn from them, by thofe two Aftronomers, and 
their Reconciliation by the younger Ca/ixi. The 
Faces of the Moon and of 4Zzrs are here moreover 
exactiy defcribed, as they have been furveyed by 
Galileo, Ricciolus, De la Hire, Hook, Caffini, Ma- 
raldi, Sc. We have befides, the Hiftory of the 
cradual Difcovery of Fupiter’s Satellites by Galileo, 
and of his Belts and Spots by Fontana, Zupus, and 
Bertolus ; with a Difplay of a great Variety of 
Phznomena relating to his Satellites, and Roemer’s 
Rule for calculating the Velocity of Light by their 
Immerfions and Emerfions. 

Saturn is the moft wonderful of all the Planets. 
Galileo was the firft who difcovered any thing ex- 
traordinary in him. We have in the fixth Chapter an 
ample Account of his, Hugenius’s, Mr. Pound’s, 
Mr. Hadley’s, and others Obfervations on his Ring 
and Satellites ; with a Computation of the periodi- 
cal Times and Diftances of the latter, as likewife 
of the Proportions of the mean Diftances of the 
Farth and Planets from the Sun, and of the Pro- 
portions of their real Diameters; collected from a 
Comparifon of the Proportions of their Diftances, 
with the Proportions of their apparent Diameters 
meafured by a Micrometer. 

In the feventh Chapter, that comprehends the 
Difcoveries in the fixed Stars, the nobleft Curio- 
lity is, The Hiftory of the Methods which have been 
practiced for determining their annual Parallax. 
This finifthes the Work, confidered as a Syftem of 
Opticks, and is followed by the Author’s Remarks 
upon the whole Performance. He tells us, ** To 
‘¢ fhorten the Way to the principal Conclufions 
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¢< therein, he forbore to mention many Things not 
‘¢ unworthy of Notice; but being not neceflary to 
‘¢ the Train of Reafoning, for greater Perfpicuity 
<< he chofe to feparate them from it ; and to put 
¢¢ them together under the Title of Remarks, to 
«© be perufed or paffed by at the Pleafure! of the 
«6 Reader.” What follows may give us an Idea of 
them. 

In thofe upon the firft, fecond, third, fourth, 
and fifth Chapters of the firft Book, we have an 
Account of the Difcovery of the Laws according 
to which Light is refracted ; many curious Obfer- 
vations concerning the Eye and Manner of Vifion, 
including an elaborate Inquiry into the Author and 
Time of the Invention of Optick Glaffes ; Expe- 
riments for judging of the Proportion of the Moon’s 
Light to that of the Sun, and of the Light of the 
full Moon to that we receive from her, wien fhe is, 
with refpect to us, but partly illuminated ; the 
Hiftory of refracting and reflecting Telefcopes, 
and Telefcopick Obfervations, comprifing many 
Paffages concerning that Prodigy of Knowledge, 
for his Time, Roger Bacon; a Defcription of the 
Gregorian reflecting Telefcope, with feveral Prob- 
Jems relating thereto ; divers ufeful Notices refer- 
ring to Microfcopes ; and Dr. Furin’s Solution of a 
Queftion propofed by the elder Mr. Molyneux, 
Whether a Man born Blind, and who had learned 
to diftinguifo a:Globe and Sphere by feeling, would, 
upon being made to fee, beable to judge which was 
the one, and which was the other, by Sight ? 

We have here likewife, the fame ingenious Gen- 
tleman’s Obfervations upon the Affociation of 
Ideas, and his Difcourfe upon Squinting ; a re- 
markable Inftance of double Vifion, communica- 
ted by Avartin Folkes Efq with the Opinions of 
Dr. Briggs, Sir Ifaac Newton, and Dechales, as to 
the Caule of it in general. This Jaft is fucceeded 
by an ingenious Differtation, founded on divers 
plain 
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plain and eafy Experiments, upon apparent Dif- 
tance of Objects ; where we find the Solution ofa fa- 
mous Difficulty relating thereto, by which Dr, 
Barrow was extremely puzzled, and which he was 
no way able to account for, Weare indebted to 
Dr. Smith for what occurs uponthis Head ; it is 
one of thofe Things that may be more efpecially 
afcribed tohim in this Work. I only mention it 
here, but it will be confidered as it deferves, when, 
in a fubfequent Article, I lay before the Reader a 
Specimen of thofe Improvements on the Subject of 
this Treatife, wherewith this learned Gentleman 
has, on his own Part, enriched it. This Differ- 
tation is followed by a Variety of Propofitions 
and Cafes concerning the Appearances of Objects, 
in reflecting or through refra¢ting Glaffes, which 
ferve to illuftrate and prove theTheory of it. 

We fave next, Dr. “Furin’s and our Au- 
thor’s Remarks upon Fallacies in Vifion, and 
then Mr. Folkes’s Obfervations on the conchoidal 
Figure of the Sky ; as alfo fome Confiderations, I 
fuppofe Dr. Smiths, relating to the different appa- 
rent Magnitudes of the Horizontal Moon at feveral 
Times, and other meteorological Deceptions of the 
Sight ; together witha popular Explanation of the 
Refraction of Rays through the Atmofphere, and 
of the principal Phanomena thence refulting. 

The Remarks on the fixth Chapter are moftly 
borrowed from Sir //aac Newton’s Opticks. They 
are a Tranfcript jof his Methods for determining 
the conftant Ratio of the Refraction of the Rays of 
Light both in Fluids and Solids ; together with the 
Recital of an Experiment to the fame Purpofe, by 
Order of our Royal Society, extraéted from Hauks- 
bee’s Phyfico-mechanical Experiments ; anda Query 
of Dr. Smith’s, Whether Heat alone may not alter the 
Air's vefraétive Power ? Which he propofes a Way 
of deciding. 
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In the Remarks upon the feventh Chapter, 
which is the laft of the popular Treatife, our Au- 
thor has confidered Mr. Leibnitz’s Theory of Re- 
fraction, as having been received with greater Ap- 
probation than almoft any other. The Principle 
of it is, that Light proceeds from the radiating Point 
to the Point to be enlightned, that way, which is of 
all the moft eaf/y. But this the Doctor evinces to be 
contrary to Fact, and fhews that Mr. Lezbuitz’s 
pretended Demontftration thereof is infufficient, 

The Addenda to the firft, fecond, third, and 
fourth Chapters of the fecond Book of this Syftem, 
containing the Geometrical Elements of Opticks, 
include the Geometrical Conftructions for finding 
the Focus of reflected Rays, of thofe refraéted 
through a Sphere or Lens, through a fingle Sur- 
face, and through any two Surfaces; as alfo an ac- 
curate Determination of Images by Reflections from 
a Spherical Surface, and by Refractions ; with two 
general Algebraick Theorems comprehending the 
Sum of thefe Elements. A confiderable Part of 
thofe that refer to the fifth Chapter, is the late moft 
ingenious Mr. Cofes’s clear and elegant Demonftra- 
tion of a noble and beautiful Problem, viz. Yo 
find the apparent Magnitude, Situation, apparent 

Place and Degree of Diftin&ine[s with which an Ob- 
jeét is feen through any Number of Glaffes of any 
Sort, at any Diftances from each other, and from the 
Eye and Oljef#. This, as Dr. Smith tells us, was 
the laft Invention of that great Mathematician, 
juft before his Death, at the Age of 32: Upon 
which Occafion Sir J/aac Newton faid, Jf Mr. 
Cores had lived we might have known fomething. 
Mr. Huygens has demonttrated a good many Ca- 
fes of this general Theorem incleven diftinét Pro- 
pofitions of his Dioptricks ; which is more, the 
Doétor fays, than he has found in any other Au- 
thor. But, as he adds, notwithftanding his great 
Jnvention and Accuracy in Geometry, he has ge- 
nerally 
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nerally embarraffed his Readers with fo many for- 
mal Compofitions and Refolutions of Ratio’s, 
that they cannot have a better Idea of the Excel- 
lency of Mr. Cotes’s Theorem, than by com- 
paring it with thofe of this other great Geo- 
meter. 

The Remarks on the fixth Chapter are very 
fhort. They affign the Denfity of Rays in the 
Focus both of a Speculum and a Lens; and the Pro- 
portion thereof to that of the Rays incident on 
either. 

Thofe on the feventh Chapter begin with our 
Author’s Acknowledgment of a Miftake, with 
regard to a Table of the magnifying Powers of 
refracting Telefcopes, in Article 364 of his Op- 
ticks, which he took from Huygeus’s Dioptricks, 
and is not exact. Dr. Smith fuppofed that 
Table to have been calculated by Mr. Huy- 
gens himfelf, on whofe Judgment and Accuracy he 
might very fafely depend ; but it feems, as he 
has fince found, it was the Performance of the 
Editors of that pofthumous Work, who have not 
allowed thofe Inftruments fo great a magnifying 
Power as Mr Huygens himfelf intended, or as 
the beft Object-Glaffes now made will admit of. 

We have next a Tranfcript from the Philofophical 
Tranfaiions, No 378. containing an Account of 
the great Excellency and admirable Performances 
of Mr. Hadley’s reflecting Telefcope, with our 
Author’s Note on the fuperior Perfection of an 
Objeéi-Metal wrought by Mr. Hauksbee, the mage 
nifying Power of which was fcarce inferior to that 
made Ufe of by Mr. Hadley, tho’ their focal Dif- 
tances were very unequal. ‘The Doctor afterwards 
recites an Experiment made by Mr. Folkes and Dr. 
Jurit, together with Mr. Hauksbee, whereby the 
magnifying Power of that Artificer’s)Telefcope, 
with the abovefaid Metal, was found to be very 
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nearly as226 tor. Headds fome Obfervations of 
his own, for the further Explanation of this Pro- 
cefs ; and fubjoins to them an eafy and certain 
Method of examining the Goodnels of feveral 
Kinds of Telefcopes. All this is followed by an 
Extract of a Letter to the Doétor from Mr. Mac 
Laurin, Profeffor of the Mathematicks at L£din- 
burgh, informing him of Mr. Short’s great Im- 
provement of reflecting Telefcopes in that City, 
and having made fome with Glafs Speculums, 
quickfilvered on the Convex Side. This Method, 
Dr. Smith tells us, was firft recommended by Sir 
Ifaac Newton, and has been executed by Mr. Short, 
as he thinks, with great Succefs. But in the fourth 
Paragraph of this Extract it appears, that Mr. 
Short himfelf was fo little fatisfied with his Perfor- 
mances in this Way, that after he had with infinite 
Pains brought fix of them to bear, out of feveral 
that he had finifhed, and thrown by the reft as 
good for nothing, he declined proceeding any fur- 


ther upon that Scheme, and applied himfelf 


wholly to the improving of Telefcopes with Metal 
Speculums, in which I believe no Artift has excel- 
led him, I Know an ingenious Operator, in thes 
Town, who was fet upon the Glafs Project by a 
very able Virtuofo; but after fome fruitleis [fforts 
threw it by as impracticable, as indeed the Matter 
he ferved his Apprentifhip with alawys predicted 
he would find it. 

The Addenda to the ninth Chapter, which ex- 
hibited Determinations of ibe Focus of Rays very 
obliquely reflected, or refraited at any Number of 
Surfaces, and of Caufticks, open with the Hiftory 
of thac Subject. The Sequel confifts of a Tieorem 
of Sir Yaa: Newton relating thereto, with our Au- 
thor’s Demontftration of it ; a Remark of Sir J/aac 
for exactly affigning the Focus of a folid Pencil of 
oblique Rays; and fome Problems touching the 
dame 
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fame Matter, borrowed from the Optical Lectures 
of Dr. Barrow. 

The Remarks on the eleventh Chapter, concern- 
ine Corona’s and Parhelia, are very brief. Thofe 
on the twelfth, refpecting the apparent Shapes of Ob- 
jects fecn by reflected or refratted Rays, are more 
copious, and comprehend a very curious Theory, 
branched out in a Variety of Propofitions and Ca- 
fes ; and confirmed by Experiments. Our Aue 
thor takes notice, that Sir J/azac Newton has not 
any where touched upon this Topick of apparent 
Shapes, and Huygens has only given us this one 
Obfervation upon a particular Cafe of it. ‘* That 
“¢ the apparent Curvity of ftrait Lines often feen 
«< about the Margin of a Lens, is extremely diffi- 
** cult to be reduced to Geometry.” Which upon 
a Trial Dr. Smith found fo true, that he tells us, 
he fhould fcarce have purfued the Speculation, (as 
he has here done) but through a Defire of having 
the moft rigorous Teft of the Validity and Extent 
of the Principle he has all along followed in the 
}xplication of it. He after this fets down the 
Manner in which it has been confidered by Dr. 
Barrow;but this is fo far from being to our Author’s 
Satisfaction, that he plainly affirms, that the Prin- 
ciple that Writer proceeds on, + has no Founda- 
tion either in Reafon or Experience; and that the 
Theory built thereon, mutt therefore fall with 
It. 

The Additions to the thirteenth Chapter, which 
are very confiderable, refer only to the !aft Para- 
graph of it. They contain a theoretical and prac- 
tical Defcription of a newly invented double reflecting 
Microfcope. This is comprifed under fix Propofi- 
tions, with divers dependant Corollaries aud Lem- 


+ Recited at Length in the 212th Paragraph of thefe Re- 
marks, p. 34. 
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mas, which are followed by an ample Solution of 
this Problem,Te ccmpo/fe a Tele/cope of Mr «Gregorie’s 
or Caflegrain’s Form, which being of a given length, 
fo all bave a given single of Vision, and fh hew Obseé?s 

witha given De cree of ‘Brie hine/s and Diftin&nef, “and 
MAL cnified as much as the, Te ¢ given Conditions can per- 

nit, To this are annexed, as Examples of the 
Solution, the Dimenfions of Mr. Shorts beft Tele- 
feope of Mr. Gregorie’s Form, to ferve asa Model 
for calculating others of any given Lengths ; alfo 
Tables of the Dimenfions and magnifying Powers 
of fome Telefcopes of Mr. Gregorie’s and Mr, Ca/- 
fezrain’s Conftruction ; and others that give the 
Pofitions and focal Diftances of the two Eye Glaf- 
fes, together with the Place and Semidiameter of 
the Hole in the Plate that limits the vifible Area 
and magnified Angle of Vifion to nineteen Degrees, 
asin Mr. Sveri’s Veleicope. 

Soon after our Author had invented the above- 
mentioned Microfcope, he had the Pleafure, he 
tells us, in looking over Sir J/aac Newton's and 
Mr. Gr egorie’s Letters, juft at chat Time publifhed, 
to find its Form anfwered more perfectly to Sir 
[aac Newton’s Thoughts upon the Improvement 
of Microfcopick Inftruments, than any other Con- 
{truction yet extant. But however this be, and 
how good an Opinion foever the Doctor may have 
of this iIngentor us Contrivance of his, the Operators 
in Opticks fay nothing of its fuperior Exxcellency, 
nor does there feem to be the leaft Probability of its 
growing into Ule, or gaining any Preference a- 
bove the refracting Microfcopes, 

The Remarks on the third Book of this Work 
are, correfpondent with the Title of it, of a me- 
chanical Nature. They begin with a Dircétion 
how to clean a tarnifhed Speculum. In the Courfe 
of them, we have, among other Things, Dr. Fu- 
viv’s Experiments to find how much brighter an 
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Object appears to both Eyes than to one alone ; 
and a Refolution of the Inquiry, Whether an Ob- 
ject feen with both Eyes, appears any larger than 
when feen by one only? From feveral Trials 
that were made for the Determination of this laft 
Point, Dr. Furin concludes, ‘* That an Object 
«< does not appear larger to both Eyes than to 
‘© one, unlefs by Reafon of fome particular Cir- 
‘6 cumftances.” + 


+ Such as thofe mentioned by our Author, 4+t. 976 of the 
Syftem, and a 244, 245, 520, of the Remarks. In “rt. 
976 Dr. Smith takes Notice of a remarkable Appearance in the 
Binocular Telefcope defcribed in that Chapter. ‘ In the Focu- 
“< fes, fays he, of the two lV clefcopes, there are two equal Rings 
“as ufual, which terminate the Pictures of the Objects there 
“‘ formed, and of Confequence the vifible Arca of the Objects 
“ themfelves. Thefe equal Rings, by Reafon of the equal Eye 
“¢ Glaffes, appear equal and equally remote, when {een feparate- 
““ ly by each Eye, the other being fhut; but when feen united 
‘“* by both Eyes, they appear much larger and remoter too ; and 
“* the Objeéts feen through them do alfo appear larger, though 
“* circum{cribed by the united Rings in the fame Places as when 
“« feen feparately.”’ 

In 244 and 245 of the Remarks, Dr.Smth recites anObfervation 
of Leonardo da Vinci, “ 'Thata Painting, though conduéted with 
“* the greateit Art, and finifhed to the laft Perfection, both with 
* regard to its Contours, its Lights, its Shadows and its Colours, 
“ can never fhew a Relievo equal to that of the natural Objects; 
‘ unlefs thefe be viewed ata Diltance, and witha fingle Eye.’ 
Our Author fets down Leona: do’s Demonitration of this, and of 
fers 2 Reafon why the thing mutt be as it ishere ftated. “ An 
<< Objeét feen with both Eyes becomes, as it were, tranfparent, 
« according to the ufual Definition ofa tranfparent Body, name- 
<< ly that which hides nothing beyondit. But this cannot hap- 
«< pen when an Objet, wh ofe Breadth is bigger than that of the 
“ Pupil,is viewed by a fingle} eye. The Truth of this Obfervation 
- isthere fore evident ; becaufe a painted Figure intercepts all 
“ the Space behind its apparent Place ; foas to preclude the Eyes 
“from the Sight of every Part of the imaginary Ground 
© behind it.” 

«* Hence we have one Help to diftinguifh the Place 
FS of anear Objet more accurately with both Eyes than with 

** one 5 
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The Dr. proceeds to fet down, and to account 
for, fome furprizing Phzenomena in double Vifion ; 
and our Authot ends the Remarks with a Compa- 
rifon of different Ways of illuminating Microfcopical 
Oljeds, Pigures in a Magick Laniborn, &c. and 
of the burning Powers of Glaffes and Speculums, 

I have now done with this Work, confidered as 
a Syftem of Opticks, compiled from the Writings 
and epiftolary ororal Communications of the great- 
eft Mafters and beit Judges of the Subject ; in 
which Light it appears with no little Merit, not- 
witiltanding fome Inaccuracies and Errors, which 
our Author, not fufpecting them 1a thofe he tran- 
fcribed, may have fuffered to efcape him uncor- 
rected, or which he may be charged with him- 
flf. In the next Month Ithall give an Ac- 
count of thofe Particulars that are more peculiarly 
the Doétor’s in thefe Volumes ; and intend ina 
third Article, to prefent the Reader with an Idea 
of Dr. Furin’s curious Effay upon diftinét and in- 
diftinct Vifion, which is annexed to the latter of 
them. 


““ one ; in as much as we fee it more detached from other Ob- 
“© jeéts beyond it, and more of its own Surface, efpecially if it 
“ be roundifh. And therefore fuppofing we judged of its Dif- 
“tance by nothing elfe but by its apparent Magnitude, our 
“ Judgments muit be fomewhat different with one Eye and 
‘ with both ; for this other Reafon alfo, that with both Eyes 
‘we fee Objects much clearer and ftronger as well as larger.” 
Thefe lait Words of our Author feem not to agree with thofe 
of Dr. Furin, which occafioned thefe Quotations: Dr. Smith 
fays abfolutely, That with both Eyes we fee Objects much larger 
than with one; Dr. Jurin above fays, It is fo only in fome parti- 
cularCircumflances. 

Art. 520. is a Cafe relating to this Problem, To determine tha 
apparent Shape, Magnitude, and Place of an Objed jeen with both 
Eyes in a fphexical Speculum. it cannot be underitood without 
the Diagrams there referred to. 
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ARTICLE XIII 


A Tour thro the whole Ifland of Great-Britain, 
divided into Circuits or “fournies. Giving 
a particular and entertaining Account of 
whatever is curious, and worth Obfervation ; 
viz. 1. A Defeription of the principal Cities 
and Towns, their Situation, Government, 
and Commerce. Il. The Cuftoms, Manners, 
Exercifes, Diverfions, and Employment of 
the People. 1. The Preduce and Improve- 
ment of the Lands, the Trade and Manufac- 
tures, IV. The Sea-Ports and Fortificati- 
ons, the Courfe of Rivers, and the Inland 
Navigation. V. The Publick Edifices, Seats, 
and Palaces of the Nobility and Gentry, In« 
terfperfed with ufeful Objervations. Parti- 
cularly fitted for the Perufal of fuch as de- 
fireto travel over the Ifland. By a Gentle- 
man. The Second Edition; with very great 
Additions, Improvements, and Corrections, 
which bring it down to the Beginning of the 
Year 1738. London: Printed for J. Of- 
born, S. Birt, D. Browne. A. Miller, T. 
Cogan, J. Whifton, and J. Robinfon, 
1739. Three Volumes. Duodecimo, Pages 
360, 374, 360. Befides a Preface, and In- 


dexes to the Jeveral Volumes. 


LITHO?’ this Work is in the Title of it called 

“A the fecond Edition, yet the Alterations, Ad- 
ditions, Corrections, and Improvements thereof, as 
there fet forth, are fo confiderable, that it may, in 
a Manier, be looked upoa asa new one. ‘* As 
“* itis, toufe the firft E:diter’s Words, a Defcrip- 
** tion 
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‘© tion of the moft flourifhing and opulent Coun- 
*¢ try in the World, {fo there is a flowing Variety 
“© of Materials ; all the Particulars are fruitful of 
© inftructing and diverting Objects. If Novelty 
‘¢ pleafes, here is the preient State of the Country 
‘© defcribed, the Advances, as well in Culture as 
‘in Commerce, the Increafe of People, and Em- 
ployment for them: Alfo here we have an 
<¢ Account of the vaft Enlargement of Cities and 
*¢ Towns, the many new Seats and Dwellings of 
‘© the Nobility and Gentry, and of the great In- 
‘© crement of Wealth, in many eminent Particu- 
‘Jars, 

‘© If the Reader has a Relifh for Antiquity, 
‘* tho’ the looking back into remote Things is 
‘¢ ftudioufly avoided, yet it is not wholly omitted, 
‘© nor any ufeful Obfervations neglected. But 
‘© yet, as they principally regard the prefent State 
‘© of Things, fo, asnear as can be, they are adap- 
“© ted to the prefent Tafte of the Times: The Si- 
** tuation of Things is given not altogether as they 
‘© have been, but principally as they are; the Im- 
‘* provements in the Soil, the Product of the 
¢* Earth, the Labour of the Poor, in Manufactures, 
‘© in Merchandizes, and in Navigation, which 
‘© are all very confiderable, refpect the Seafon 
‘* that now 1s, not the Generations that are 
‘© paft.” * 

The Preparations for this Work, as we are told 
by its original Author, were fuitable to his earneft 
Concern for its Ufefulnefs. ‘* Seventeen very 
“¢ Jarge Circuits, or Journeys, were taken 
‘© through divers Parts feparately, and three ge- 
‘© neral Tours over almoft the whole Englifh Part 
© of the IMand ; in all which his Care was to trea- 
‘© fure up juft Remarks upon Places and Things ; 
‘§ fo that he is very little in Debt, as he fays, to 
: O 3 other 
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‘© other Men’s Labours, and relates fcarcely any 
*s Thing which he has not been an Eye-Witnels 
“© of himfelf.” 

Befides thefe feveral Journeys in Exgland, he re- 
fided fome Time, as he tells us, in Scotland, and 
“* travelled critically over a great Part of ir. He 
*¢ viewed the North of Exgland, and the Southern 
‘¢ Parts of Scotland, five times over ; of which he 
“© informs the Keader, that he may know what 
«* Reafon he has to be fatisfied with the Authority 
‘© of what he here delivers, and be affured the 
“< Accounts he perufes are not the Produce of a 
«© curfory Survey, or raifed on the borrowed Lights 
‘© of other Obfervers.” 

The Gentleman I have been quoting died fome 
Time ago. He did not live to fee this fecond 
Edition of his Book undertaken ; but the Propri- 
etors were refolved the Publick fhould have no Oc- 
cafion to regret the Lofs of its firft Compiler ; 
and it may be affirmed, the prefent Editors have 
fent it out of their Hands with greater Advantages 
than it would in al] Probability have appeared 
with, had he furvived and had the ordering of this 
Impreffion. I have not Room to particularize their 
Improvements: However, befides obferving in 
general, that they have omitted many Things in 
the original Work that were merely temporary, to 
make room for Additins of far more Confequence; 
and correéted the Stile and Diction of it, in nu- 
merous Inftances ; I muft briefly mention, ** That 
‘* they have taken efpecial Notice of the impro- 
‘© ved State of the feveral Towns and Villages 
“© about London, and of many of the noble Edif- 
“© ces with which that Neigbourhood abounds. 
‘¢ The great Metropolis itfelf is likewife intirely 
<< new treated, both as to Matter and Method ; 
‘s and perhaps the Account they have given of 
that glorious Capital may be faid to be the ~ 
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‘© chat has hitherto been drawn upin fo fmalla Comes 
‘© pafs. That of Oxford, with its Colleges, new 
“ Buildings, Benefactions, &e. is alfo wrote:a- 
*© new; as her S:fter Univerfity is likewife in Vol. 
‘© I. which was fo flightly couched upon in the 
‘© former Ediuon, that there can be no Compari- 
‘© fon between the one and the other. Bath, with 
‘¢ its prefent great Improvements, is alfo newly 
‘© defigned ; and the Diverfions there, and the 
‘© Manners of the Inhabitants touched upon, The 
‘© fame may be faid of Briftol, Liverpool, and other 
‘¢ flourifhing Cities and Towns, of late greatly 
‘© increafed in Bulk, Inhabitants, Commerce and 
‘s Splendor. The Palaces and rural Seats of our 
‘© Britifo Nobility have not ,been neglected, as 
‘¢ Althorpe, Belvoir, Boughton, Burleigh on the 
‘6 Fill, Burleigh Houfe, Kimbolton, Woburne, and 
‘© Blenbeim: The Magnificence and Beauties of 
‘* them are difplay’d, as far as the Limits of the 
‘© Performance would admit; and to the Account 
© of the Jaft is added the noble hiftorical In{cripti- 
‘¢ on, that does fo much Honour to the Memory 
‘* of the renowned Fohn Duke of Marlborough,” 
With reference to the third Volume of this Work, 
which is taken up principally with a Defcription of 
Scotland, it fhall fuffice to fay, ** Thatthe E- 
‘¢ ditors have fpared no Pains or Coft to render 
‘¢ it as complete as poffible, by embellifhing ir 
‘© with the moft accurate Accounts of the modern 
‘© Improvements and Decorations of that Part of 
‘our Ifland.” In fhort, they have, throughout 
the Whole, occafionly interfperfed fuch Obfervati- 
ons, Reflections, and Relations, as may afford 
the Readers a great deal of Entertainment as well 
as Inftruction. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 


A Praétical Treatife of painful Diftempers, 
with fome effectual Methods of curing them, 
exemplified in a great Variety of fuitable H1- 
frories. By Theophilus Lobb, A. D. and 
Fellow of the Royal Society. London: Print- 
ed for James Buckland, af the Buck, in 
Pater-nofter-Row. 1739. Odlavo. Pages 
320, befides fome Appendages. 


} LL natural and moral Evil is, I think, re- 

ducible to Pain; and whoever invents any 
Thing whereby that may be removed or alleviated, 
is a Benefactor to Mankind. The Difeafes de- 
{cribed in this Volume are fome of the bittereft 
Maladies of Life’; wherein the unhappy Sufferers 
cry out impatiently for Eafe, and for which they think 
hardly any Thing too dear a Purchafe, while under 
the excruciating Paroxy{ms. How exquifite are 
the Torments we endure by the Diforders to which 
the Head and Bowels are liable; as well as by the 
Gout, the Rheumatifm, the Stone, the Gravel, &e. 
and of what inexpreffible Worth is every Thing 
that foftens the Agonies they occafion? I cannot 
therefore but think we are highly obliged to our 
Author, for communieating the Prefcriptions, that 
in the Courfe of his Practice he found efficacious in 
juch Cafes. 

This Book may be of great Ufe in Families, 
even altho’ Perfons fhould be cautious of taking or 
ordering the Medicines they find here, without the 
Direétion of fome experienced Phyfician ; the 
Judgment of fuch a one being, as Dr. Lod) right- 
ly obferves, requifite to direct the Ingredients and 
Application of Remedies in every Diftemper at- 
tended with Danger. §* An Alteration, as he adds, 
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‘¢ in the component Parts of a Aledicine, or in the 
Proportions of them, or in the Quantity of ic 
‘© for a Dofe, or in the Time of taking it, being 
‘¢ often neceflary for the fame Paticnt, and under 
‘¢ the fame Diftemper at different Seafons; and 
‘© much more fo for Perfons of different Sexes, Ages, 
‘© Confticutions, and under different Complications 
“© of Symptoms.” This Method, of contult- 
ing fome of the Faculty, fhould certainly be 
followed wherever it can; but where it cannot, 
this Piece may yet be of vaft Service to People of 


“ 


. 


o 


_ Capacity and Attention, who may not be within 


the Reach of a skilful Practitioner, or whofe Cir- 
cumftances are below the Attendance of fuch a one; 
for by carefully perufing the Cafes therein related, 
they may tolerably judge of the Conformity of their 
own with any of them, and where they find an en- 
tire or near Refemblance, may very probably reap 
the fame Benefit by the Compofitions here {pecifi- 
ed, as thofe happily did to whom they were ad- 
miniftered by our Author. But thefe Sheets may 
be of fome Advantage even to Gentlemen of the 
Profeffion, who are to be improved by one another’s 
Experience, as well as by their own; and I doubt 
not but the worthy Writer was mindful of their 
Intereft in the Publication of them. 

He has, throughout the whole Performance, as 
he tells us, ftudied as much Brevity as the Variety 
of the Subjects treated of would admit. He has 
purpofely avoided taking Notice of the Opinions 
of learned Authors, concerning the Diftempers . 
he has handled; both becaufe fuch Quotations 
would have fwelled the Bulk and Price of his Book, 
and been alfo befide his Intention therein, which 
is only to communicate his own Sentiments, and 
the Principles whereon his Methods of Practice 
are grounded: Methods which, he fays, the divine 
Bleffing has crowned with a moft happy Series of 
Succels, | He 
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He has endeavoured, as he adds, to inculcate 
clear and juft Notions of the real State of Things 
in human Bodies under feveral painful Difeafes ; 
and Jikewife of thofe Particulars, that are to be in- 
tended and purfued in order to remove them; and 
has fhewed by what Ways and Sorts of Medicines 
the Cure of them may be accomplifhed. 

In defcribing the Diftempers of the Perfons, 
whofe Cafes he has related, and the Variations of 
their Symptoms, he has done it, as much as he 
could, in their Words and Phrafes, that his Rea- 
der might, form his Notion thereof, not from his 
Narrative of what he thought to be the Cafe, but 
from the Accounts which were given him, and 
which are the Foundation of his Judgment of each 
Perfon’s Diforder; and on this Score he hopes 
fome Expreflions in the Hiftories, that may feem 
odd and improper, will be excufed. 

The Maladies he has confidered are, I. Thofe 
of the Heap. II. Thofe of the Tuorax. 
III. Thofe of the Azpomen. IV, Thofe of the 
Limes. 

Thofe under the farft Clafs, of which he exhibits 
both the Hiftories and Cures, are the Head-Ach ; 
the Tooth-Ach; the Pains of the Gums, Faws, and 
Face; the Quinfey; the Pain of the Eyes; the Pain 
of the Ears. Thofe of the fecond Clafs are, The 
Palpitation of the Heart, the Pain of the Breajft, or 
anterior Part of the Zhorax ; the Pain of the Sides 
above the Diaphragm ; the Pain of the Back above 
the Diaphragm ; the Pain of the Shoulders. The 
Cafes, in which he prefcribes, belonging to 
the third Clafs are, the Heart-burn; the Pains 
of the Stomach and Bowels, of divers Kinds, and 
produced by different Caufes, which he diftinétly 
fpecifies; the Stone; Suppreffion of Urine; the 
Strangury; After-Pains, the Tene{mus; the Piles. 
The Fourth Clafs includes the Cramp ; the Rbeuma- 
| éifm 3 
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tifm; the Gout, or Pains in the Foints, in the 
Hips, in the Knees, and in the Feet. 

What our Author delivers upon thefe Heads 
takes up feventeen of the twenty Chapter, into 
which this Treatife is divided. The firft and fecond 
are of a general theoretical Nature. The firft, af- 
ter a brief Defcription of the painful Diftempers 
that are the Subjects of this Piece, contains an En- 
guiry into the Structure and Economy of the 
Nerves. The fecond comprehends an Account of 
the feveral Ways whereby Pain may ,be produced, 
and of the diagnoftick Signs of the general Caufes 
of painful Diftempers, and likwife of the general 
curative Indications. “Che twentieth (which is the 
Jaft) Chapter includes a Summary of the Theory 
of painful Diftempers, with fome Apborifms deduced 
from the preceding Hi/fories. ) 

I fhall here fubjoin a few Extracts from the Be- 
ginning of this Work, which may entertain a cu- 
rious Reader, altho’ he has little Acquaintance with 
Anatomy. 

After a general Definition and Diftribution of 
the Nerves belonging to a human Body, our Au- 
thor tells us in the tenth Section of the firft Chap- 
ter, that in a Nerve we are to confider the Parts 
consasatig, | fand the Parts contained. tf, ** The 
¢ Parts containing are tubulous Productions of 
the dura and pia Mater, and are, as to their 
Form, exceedingly minute and concave Cylin- 
ders, which he calls nervous Tubuli; becaufe 
** they are really Tubes, and appertain to the 
‘© Nerves, which are univerf illy acknowledged 
*< to be inclofed in them. 2dly, The Parts con- 
‘¢ tained, that areMedulla-like,white, long, {mooth, 
** and, to our Feeling, foft Subftances, (extend- 
ing the whole Length of their including mem- 
branous Jubuli) and a peculiar Fluid ; a Fluid 
** fui generis, continually fecreted by the — 
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* 6 and Cerebellum, and propell’d into the nervous 
“© Jubuli. 

‘¢ Whether the white Subftances contained in 

*¢ the nervous Zubuli be Collections of fmooth, fo- 
“¢ lid, fpherical Bodies of the utmoft Minutenefs, 
«© or a Subftance continually fecreted and propel- 
«¢ Jed into their proper Zudu/: from the Brain, and 
“© Cerebellum, may perhaps be queftioned ; but it is 
‘¢ certain, that altho’ the white Subftances contain- 
«¢ ed in the nervous Tzbult fhould be Collections of 
¢ folid fpherical Bodies, yet a Fluid is continually 
‘«¢ fecreted and propelled into the nervous Zubult, 
«¢ and pervades the Jnterflitia of thofe Spheres.— 
‘¢ This Liquid may therefore very properly be 
“© called Succus Nervofus, or the nervous Fluid.” 

Dr. Lobb declines inquiring into all the Ufes of 
this, or whether it be that whereby all the Parts of 
the Body are nourifhed, and their Watftes repaired ; 
fuch a Difguifition being foreign to his Subject: 
But he mentions fome Propofitions that may here 
very fitly come in, and which may affift us in 
framing proper Ideas of the painful Difeafes, which 
fo frequently afflict us. They are here recited. 

‘© Prop. 1, Ail Nerves terminate in the Super- 
‘6 ficies of fome or other Part of the Body. 

‘¢ Prop. 2. All the Nerves ending in the external 
“© Superficies of the Body, are covered with a thin 
“<< Membrane, called Epidermis, or Cuticula; which 
«¢ ferves to defend them from external Injuries, to 
«© be a Medium between them and the Objects 
«¢ felt; and to prevent that Efflux and Wafte of 
‘¢ the nervous, as well as of other, Fluids, which 
‘«¢ might’ happen if there was no fuch Covering. 

“¢ Prop. 3. All the Nerves terminating in the in- 
“< ternal Superficies of the Mouth, Oefophagus, Sto- 
‘© mach, Inteftines, and indeed of every other Part 
S* of the Body, have likewife their Extremities co- 
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“© yered with a thin Membrane , which ferves the 
és Hike Purpofes as the Epidermis, Prop. 2. 

‘ Prop. 4. Either there is a wonderful and my 
se Pcie: Dividing, and Subdividing, and Branching 
<¢ out of the Nerves towards their “Endings ; ; or the 
‘© Nerves at their Endings are wonderfully expanded, | 
«© One of thefe muft be true, fince no Puncture . 
«¢ can be made with the fineft Needle, in the Su- 
‘<¢ perficics of any Part of the Body, without wound- 
‘* ing a Nerve, and exciting Pain; and fince on- 
‘«¢ ly forty {mall Pair or Bundles of Nerves render 
“ every Part of the Body capable of fecling, and 
<* of fuffering Pain. 

Prop. §. With the Nerves in every Part under 
‘© both the outward and inward Superfi icies of the 
‘¢ Body, there ts a Contexture of fanguine and lym- 
“¢ phatick Arteries and Veins. 

* Prop. 6. In every Part of the Superficies of the 
‘¢ Body, ‘eae the Epidermis, and under the inter- 
‘© nal covering Membrane, are Vala Inhalantia, with 
‘© open Orifices to receive and convey ab Extra what- 
“© ever 15 minute enough to enter and pajs through 
‘© them inwards. By Means of which various 
‘© Humours may be repelled from both Superficies 
«© into the Blood. 

Prop. 7. All the Senfi ition of Seeing, Hearing, 
“ Smelling, Taftine, and Feeling, Pleaj: ng OF Pain- 
** ful, are performed by RE Ans “of the Nerves. ‘Or 
“¢ thus; The Nerves are the Inftruments or Or- 
“¢ pans of every Senfation: But how Senfation is 
‘© performed, whether by Impreffion from the 
‘© Object perceived, on ‘the Medullalike Sub- 
‘< {tances contained in the nervous Tubuit, or on 
s* the nervous Fluid, which pervades the Jiter/tz- 
“<¢ tia of thofe Sitinnces s, or on the Extremities 
“© of thofe Zubuli, or by Impreffion on them joint- 
“© Jy, cannot be determined ; but it muft be by 
** one or other, or by all thefe Ways jointly. 

. Prop. 
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“ Pro. 8. Every Senfation feems to be performed 
by the fenfible Objec?, fome bow or other aéting on 
the Extremities of the Nerves, not commonly on 
the Sides of the nervous Tubuli. Thus it feems 
to be as to the Perceptions we have by {feeing, 
hearing, {melling, and tafting ; the Objects 
feen act on the Ixtremities ‘or Endings of the 
optick Nerves ; the Sounds heard, imprefs the 
Extremities of the auditory Nerves; the Efflu- 
via of the Objects fmelled, ftrike againft the 
Extremities of the olfactory Nerves ; the Things 
tafted, imprefs the Endings of the gufta- 
tory Nerves: And thus Objects felt make their 
Impreffions on the Extremities of thofe Nerves 
by which we feel. 
“© Prop. 9. There is fomething fimilar in all the 
Nerves ; and we have Reajon to think there 1s 
fomething different in Nerves, whico ferve dif- 
ferent Senfations. How elfe comes it to pafs, 
that we do not tafte by the fame Nerves by 
which we feel ? 
‘¢ Prop. 10. Lhe nervous Tubuli may be either 
too humid and lax, or too dry and rigid, as well 
as other Veffels and Membranes of the Body. The 
Reafons of this Propofition are obvious to thofe 
who underftand the Animal CEconomy. 
‘© Prop. 11. The Succus Nervofus, or nervous 
Fluid, is capable of manifold Variations, It may 
be varied in its Quantity, and become too much 
or too little; it may likewife admit of many 
Alterations in its Quality; it may become 
thicker or thiner in its Confiftence than it ought 
to be; and it may, from divers Caufes to us un- 
known, derive very different other Qualities, 
as well as the other fecreted Fluids. The Bafis 
of all the animal Secretions is pure Water ; and 
the Difference, that is in the different Fluids 
fecreted, arifes from the different Modifications, . 
«s Sizes, 
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<< Sizes, and Combinations of the Particles mixed 
‘© with the Water of the different Secretions ; and 
«© we may eafily apprehend, that Changes may 
‘¢ happen not only in the Combination of thofe 
‘s Particles, but in the Particles themfelves: Their 
«¢ Figureand Size may be altered ; a Sphere may 
“< be divided into two Semifpheres, or into more 
«¢ Parts, that fome of them fhall become acrid, 
‘© or fharp-pointed, in a Manner fimilar to what 
*¢ often happens in breaking a fmooth, round 
‘¢ Flint into many Pieces ; and if the nervous Ta- 
‘¢ buli were a thoufand Times fmaller than they 
‘© are, we may as eafily conceive faline, and other 
‘© acrid Particles minute enough to enter, and pafs 
‘* thro’ them. * 

‘6 Prop. 12, Jn the Coats of the fanguine Arteries, 
‘¢ with fthe other Veffels which compofe them, 
‘< there is a Contexture of Nerves, whofe Extremities 
‘* expand, and f{pread over the Superficies of thofe 
“¢ Arteries. 

‘© Prop. 13. The fanguine Arteries are capable of 
“¢ being made the Seat of Pain. For wherever there 
“¢ are Extremities of Nerves, there Pain may be 
‘© produced.” 

In the fecond Chapter, where our Author in- 
quires into the different Ways in which Pain may 
be excited, he offers fome Reafons for rejecting 
that commonly affigned, wiz. the /tretching {ome 
Nerve beyond its natural eafy Tenfion ; and tells 
us, after a clofe and impartial Confideration of the 
Matter, it appears to him, thatthe general, prox- 
imate Caufes of Pain are, 1. Too great a Preffure 
againft the Extremities of the Nerves affeéted. 
Or, 2. The immediate Conta of any acrid Partie 
cles with the Extremities of any of the Nerves, by 
which we feel. 
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The firft of thefe Particulars will be evident, 
the Doctor fays, if we confider, ** how certainly 
‘© we can produce Pain by pinching any Part of 
«© the Body; fince, in that Action, itis the pref- 
*¢ fing the Extremities of the Nerves which is the 
“© Caufe of the Pain. The Pain alfo which follows 
<¢ upon laying too great a Weight on any particu- 
«< Jar Part of the Body, and thofe Pains which are 
** produced. by ftriking any Part of the Body with 
«© 4 Rod, or Stick, are further Proofs of this 
‘© Point. The Actions of pinching and ftriking 
‘© any Part of the Body make a violent Preffure 
<¢ again{t the Extremifies of the Nerves in fuch a 
“ Part of the Body, but make no Elongati- 
“© on of the Nerves affected. It is certain that 
“¢ the moft gentle Preffure of any acrid Matter 
“¢ againft the Extremities of the Nerves made na- 
«© ked, will excite moft exquifite Pains ; and tho’ 
“© the Epidermis, and the other covering Mem- 
«* brane, viz. that of the inner Superficies, fecure 
«¢ the Nerves from fuffering Pain by any gentle 
‘¢ Preffure on the Outfide offuch Membrane; yet 
«it is eafy toconceive how any violent Preffure 
<¢ aoainft the Extremities of the Nerves may ex- 
<< cite Pain, notwithftanding their natural Cover- 
“© ing, which is very thin.” 

There are various internal Caufes, which may 
occafion the too great. Preffure againft the Extrem- 
ities of the Nerves, from whence the Doétor dedu- 
ces all painful ‘Senfations. I fhall juft mention 
thofe which he lays down, and enlarges on. They 
are, I. A Viscip Humour inthe Blood, or Parti- 
cles too bulky to pafs with due Facility thro’ the 
capillary fanguine Arteries. II. A Constric- 
t10N of the Coats of fome of the capillary fanguine 
Arteries, fuch as may produce the like Effect, by 
Jeffening the Diameter of thofe minute Veffels, and 
hindering the Blood from paffing into the Veins fo 


faft as it comes down from the larger Arteries. 
If, The 
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Ii], The Pressure of fome adjacent increafing 
Tumour. IV. Evasticx Air, or Wind. 

By Elaftick Air the Doétor means ‘ Par- 
ticles of Air at Liberty, or in a State capa- 
ble of exerting their elaftick Forces, to diftin- 
guifh it from Air that is notin fuch a State: 
For the Air that conftitutes the greateft Part of 
the human Calculus, and the Air in Wood, and 
in moft other folid Bodies, (while its Particles 
are clofely combined, and united with the other 
Parts of thofe Bodies) is not capable of exerting 
its Elafticity, — and therefore, by Way of 
‘© Diftinétion, may be called unelaftick Zr.” — 
Now, that elaftick Air may produce painful Pref- 
fures again{ft the Extremities of the Nerves,we may, 
he tells us, juftly infer from the State of Things in 
flatulent Cholicks. ‘* In thofe Difeafes, the elaftick 
‘¢ Air, in Proportion to its Quantity, and its elaf- 
‘© tick Force, diftends the afteéted Inteftine, and 
‘¢ preffes againft all the Membranes, Velfiels, 
‘¢ Nerves, and Fibres, which compofe it.” 

The Evidence of what the Doétor advances, 
concerning the fecond general and proximateCaufe of 
Pain, viz. The immediate Conta of any acrid 
fharp-pointed Particles with the Extremities of the 
Nerves, appears, he fays, if we confider, ** That 
‘* by paffing the Point of a Needle, or Lancet, 
or the Spicula of Stinging Nettles thro’ the Epi- 
dermis, and bringing them to a Contact with 
the Extremities of the Nerves, we. may excite 

exquifite Pain. The Pain which follows ve 
<¢ the Application of bliftering Plaifters, is a Fact 
‘¢ which alfo proves the fame. For as foon as the 
acrid Particles of thofe Plaifters pafs thro’ the 
Epidermis, and come to a clofe Contact with 
the Extremities of the Nerves, painful Senfati- 
‘© ons arife.” 
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That acrid Particles may by the Force of inter- 
nal Caufes, be brought to an immed: te Contaét 
with the Extremities of the Nerves, our Author 
evinces by feveral Confiderations, and fhews the 
feveral Means of their being fo. From what he 
has faid upon this Subject, he thinks it appears 
pretty manifeftly, ‘* That the common Caufes of 
*¢ Pain are very different from what has been ge- 
¢¢ nerally affigned. Indeed, (as he adds) if Pain 
<< was produced only by too great Stretching of the 
¢¢ Nerves, the Method of Cure would confift on- 
«¢ ly in removing that which produced fuch a 
©¢ Stretching of them, and in contra¢ting them to 
*¢ their natural Lengths. It has been fhewn by 
<¢ Experiments, that the Nerves have no contrac- 
*¢ zj]/e Force, or innate Power to contract themfelves, 
«© as the Arteries, Veins, and otheranimal Vefiels 
s¢ have ; and likewife that they cannot be extend- 
«© ed as other animal Veffels may; that if a 
«< Nerve is pulled with great Force, it 
‘s will fnap and break, like a Hair, but 
«* but not be encreafed in its Length: And it has 
«* not been proved to be a Fact, that any internal 
‘© Canfes can ftretch the Nerves at al!, much lefs 
“ occafion fuch frequent, and fuch continued 
«© Stretchings of many of them, as would be ne- 
‘© ceffary to the Production of fo many, fo fre- 
*¢ quent, and fo continued Pains as afflict many 
‘¢ human Bodies, But that Preffvre againft the 
«< Extremities of the Nerves, or the immediate 
¢¢ Contact of acrid Particles therewith, will pro- 
‘¢ duce Pain, has been fufficiently proved by what 
¢ is afore faid.” 

There is one thing more, which, the Doctor 
fays, may with fome Probability be regarded as 
another Caufe of Pain, and that is, acrid Particles 
fecreted by the Brain with the /uccus Nervofus, and 
evacuated by the nervous Yubuli; which for a 
while adhering to the Extremitics of the Nerves, 
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excite painful Senfations. After offering his Rea- 
fons for this Opinion, the Doétor fays, ** It dee 
‘¢ ferves Inquiry, whether fome of the Pains we 
© call Nervous, are not produced in this Manner,” 

In the Clofe of this Chapter he directs 
the Application of the Principles he has been 
eftablifhing, for finding out the Origin of painful 
Diftempers, and rightly inferring the curative In- - 
dications, and the proper Method of managing the 
Patients for their Recovery. 

I will not fwe!l this Article with any Specimen 
of the Hi/torical Part of this Treatife, tho’ it be un- 
doubtedly the moft valuable, and that to which all 
I have been reciting is only preliminary. But 
from. what has been already faid, the Reader 
will fufficiently difcern the Ufefulnefs of the 
Book, which is the whole Purpofe of my Account 
of it : I fhall finifh that therefore, with only name- 
ing the Aphorifms, which the worthy Author de- 
duces from the Cafes he has related, and with the 
Illuftration of which he ends this Performance, 
They are, 

I. That the painful Diftempers, he has confide- 
red, may happily be cured without Bleeding and le/- 
fening the Quantity of the vital Fluid. 

I]. That moft of the common painful Diftempers 
may likewife be cured without Purging. He {peci- - 
fies the Circumftances wherein Purging is improper 
and hurtful; and adds, 

III. That moft of the common painful Diftempers 
may be cured without Laudanum, or other Opiates ; 
confequently that Sort of Medicines is not neceffary for 
the Cure of them. 

I may adjoin to thefe aIVth Aphorijm, tho’ our 
Author has not delivered it under that Title ; viz, 

That notwithftanding the moft frequent internal 
antecedent Caufes of painful Diftempers are either 
vifcid Humours or acrid Particles ia the Blood, 
and that all acrid Particles exiting in the Blood, or 

yr excre- 
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excreted from it, are of analcaline Nature; yet acid 
Medicines are not therefore the only proper Remedies 
for the Cure of them ; tho it may be alledged, they 
attenuate the Blood, aud fo are adapted to deftroy any 
vifcid Quality thereof, and likewife to alter the Pro- 
perties of thofe acrid Particles, which are of analca- 
line Kind. 
Upon thé Whole, we may join with the Doétor 
in the laft Paragraph of this Work, where he af- 
fures us, ** He has freely, without any Referve, 
¢* delivered his Sentiments on the various Diftem- 
<¢ pers that have been confidered ; and has, fo far 
<< as the Limits of it would allow, faithfully com- 
‘ municated fome of his Experiences in the Ma- 
«© nagement of Perfons under them; and with a 
«* fincere Aim at the Good of Mankind ; hoping 
«¢ that what he has offered may, with the Divine 
‘* Bleffing, become in the Hands of fome young 
‘© PRACTITIONERS a Means of guiding, and 
rendering more effectual, their Endeavours of 
curing painful Difeafes. 








Art.15. For MARCH, 1739. 213 


ARTICLE XV. 

An Hiftorical Account of the antient Parlia- 
ments of France, or States-General of the 
Kingdom. In fourteen Letters. Shewing the 
Quality of the Members that compofed thofe 
Affemblies; the Form of thetr Deliberations 
and Proceedings; the vaft Extent of their 
Power ; their moft celebrated Fudgments; the 
Characters of thePrinces that called them, from 
Charlemagne fo Louis XI. and the feveral 
perfidious Artifices and Steps of the French 
Kings and their Minifters, for gradually re- 
ducing th® Nation from a Plenitude of Liberty, 
to its prefent State of Servitude and Slavery. 
Io which is added, A Chronological Abridg ment 
of the Hiftory of France, under the Reigns of 
the Kings of the firft Race. The whole written 
in French dy that accurate and faithful Hifto~ 
rian the Count de Boulainvilliers, the Merit 
of whofe Works has caufed them to be probt- 
bited in France. nd now tranflated for the 
Uje and Inftruétion of fuch Britith Lovers of 
Liberty, as cannot read the Original: By 
Charles Forman, E/g; London: Printed for 
J. Brindley, 72 New-Bond-Street, Book/eller 
to his Royal HRighnefs the Prince of Wales, 
1739. Odtavo, 2Vcls. The firft contains 332, 
the fecond 364 Pages, befides Indexes, &c. 


HE Tranflator of thefe Pieces, who has 
lately diftinguifhed himfelf, by fome politi- 

cal Effays in one of our publick Papers, dedicates 
his Verfion to the Prince of Wales. In that Ad- 
drefs to his Royal Highnefs he inveighs bitterly 
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againft France, as the fecret, implacable, but 
flattering Enemy of Britain, her Rival in Trade, 
and the fly infidious Encourager of the Spani/h In- 
fults and Depredations, which we have fo long 
inglorioufly fuffered. As this Gentleman is always a 
little tranfported upon this Topick, fo he here hints a 
mighty Expectation of his Royal Patron’s one Day 
avenging thefe Injuries of his Country,by a new In- 

vafion and Conqueft of the Gallic Territories. 
InMr. Forman’sPreface we have the French Editor’s 
Encomium on thisWork,and his Account of itsAu- 
thor. ‘“* Henry vE Bourarnvittrers, he fays, 
‘© Count of St. Saire, la Villeneffe, &c. was of an 
¢¢ jlluftrious and antient Houfe, originally of 
‘© Picarpy. He was born at St. @aire the a1ft 
“¢ of Offober, 1658, and ftudied in the Academy 
“© of Fuilli, under the Fathers of the Oratory, 
‘¢ where meeting with a Maiter who had a per- 
“© fect Knowledge of Hiftory, and particularly of 
‘© what related to the Sovercigns of Europe, he 
‘© took a fingular Liking to that Sort of Srudy, 
‘¢ which he preferved aj] his Life. After he had 
“© finifhed his Studies, he made Choice of the Pro- 
“© feffion of Arms, as the moft fuitable toa Man 
©* of Quality ; but his Father dying, and leaving 
¢ the Affairs of his Family pretty much entangled, 
“¢ he found himfelf obliged to quit the Service, in 
‘¢ order to apply himfelf with lefs Impediment to 
‘© the retrieving his Circumftances. However 
** he did not any Way leffen his Paffion for Study, 
«© to which he dedicated all the Time he could 
‘< fpare: He read with Reflec:ion, and generally 
** writ down his Thoughts and Remarks; by this 
“* Means he made a very ufeful Colleétion, which 
*¢ he put in order when he had iefs Hurry on his 
*¢ Hands, and it afterwards proved an inexhautti- 
le Affiftance to him in the Works he compof- 
‘ed, tho’ he never intended to print them: He, 
“f as 
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as he ufed to fay himfelf, only laboured for his 


own Inftruction, and that of his Children. His 
Inclination and Tafte preferably led him to the 
Study of the Hiftory of France ; he endeavour- 
ed to unravel the Characters of Princes, their 
Virtues, their Inclinations, the antient Rights 
of Sovereigns, and their Increafe ; the Manners 
and Cuftoms of the different Ages, the State of 
the People, and efpecially that of the Nobleffe ; 
how the antient Houfes loft their Honours, 
their Rights and Prerogatives, by their neglect- 
ing to preferve the antient Cuftoms; and, on 
the contrary, how, and in what Time, feveral 
Families, which had not that Advantage of 
Birth, have arrived to Nobility, And, in fhort, 
in what Manner the Military Service was per- 
formed by Feodal Duty; how the Army came 
afterwards to be eftablifhed upon Pay; and how 
Taxes, Impofts, and Excifes became common, 
and daily increafing. 

‘¢ The Count died the 29d of Fanuary, 1721-2, 
N.S, in the fixty-fourth Year of his Age, and 
was inhumed in the Church of St. Luj/tace in 
Paris.” 


With refpect to thefe Letters the Editor afferts, 


they are amongft the moft curious and important 
of the Author’s Writings. ‘* They treat of the 
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ANTIENT PARLIAMENTS of France, to which 
was afterwards given the Name of STATES- 
GeneRAL. No-body had yet ventured to 
write on this Subject ; and, indeed, to fucceed 
in it, required a perfect Knowledge of the Mo- 
narchy of France, of the Characters of her 
Kings, of their Interefts, and alfo of thofe of 
the People; and great Intercourfe with the 
World, the Court, and Bufinefs; a free and 
difiaterefted Mind; a juft Idea of the Founda- 
tions of Morality and Politicks; a lively, bold, 
P4 *S and 
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6c 


and natural Stile: Qualities which happily met 
together in the Count de Boulainvilliers. Here 
we find a complete Hiftory of the Parliaments 
of France; the Origin of thofe Affemblies ; their 
Rights, the Form of their Proceedings, and the 
different Refolutions taken by them, according 
to the Conjunctures of the Time, and the pub- 
lick Neceffities.” 

The firft of thefe Epiftles contains, The Motives 


and Defign of the Author's writing them, bis Confi- 
derations on the Difficulties of compofing an exaét Hi- 
flory of France, and bis Reflections on thofe of 
Mezeray and Father Dante -. It is from thefe 
Reflections that I have cited the following Paffages. 


‘© Mezeray had, in his Time, obtained three 


“© different Penfions, not only to reward him for 


°é6 


his paft Labours, but to encourage and affift 
him to undertake new ones: He had the Ad- 
vantage of being admitted a Member of the 
French Academy, under the Title of one of the | 
beft Pens of the Age: He obtained the Favour 
of the powerful, and particularly that of the 
Chancellor Seguier, until having loft his Pro- 
teétors, he had ill Offices done him with Mon- 
fieur Colbert, for the Manner in which he had 
{poke of feveral of our Kings, accufed of Cove- 


‘ toufnefs and Diffipation, and againft the Con- 
* duct of their Minifters: That Fault drew upon 


him the intire Retrenchment of his Penfions, 
with a Sort of Difgrace; but his Reputation 
was then fo far from fuffering by it, that the 


“** firft Editions of his Works were but the more in 


°¢ 


demand, the Merit of Sincerity then covering 
all the real Faults. In Faét, that Hiftorian 
ought to be remembred among thofe whom 
Chance has produced ; far from having formed 
any precedent Plan, as I faid a while ago, and 
prepared himfelf by fufficient Reading ; he a 

: under- 
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undertook at firft to write, in order to put off 
certain Plates he had caufed to be engraven of 
our Kings, Queens, and their Children. He 
even took it in his Head, to enrich that Work, 
and pleafe the Chancellor, who loved ingenious 
Thoughts and Conceits, to add fome Medals, 
which he had the Whim to pafs upon the Pub- 
lick for antient Monuments of Importance, and 
with which Father Daniel very juftly reproaches 
him: At length he was prevailed upon to pro- 
ceed farther, and to compofe his great Hiftory, 
for which he does not feem to have taken any 
other Guide than the Memoirs de Fean Boudouin 
of the Academy, who had been his firft Mafter 
in that Kind; or rather La Chronique de St. De- 
nis, all the chronological Errors of which he has 
unhappily adopted, as on the other Side he has 
very poorly cleared up the Obfcurities of it: 
This caufed him to be juftly blamed when his 
Works came to be critically examined, particu- 
larly in what regarded the firft Race of our 
Kings, which he appears to have fcarce had any 
juft Notion of: However, it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that in his Time, when the Enquiries 
into antient Monuments and Charters were but 
very imperfect, it was difficult to do betters; 
but afterwards, when Age and Letters had ri- 
pened his Knowledge, he himfelf perceived the 
Defects of his Hiftory, and to repair them as 
much as he could, without accufing himfelf, he 
undertook the Abridgment, which we know, 
and which is really better and more profound 
than his great Work ; tho’ it ftil] manifefts grofs 
Ignorance in feveral Places, and Neglects that 
appear unpardonable in a’ Man who made a Pro- 
feffion of fuch a Study, efpecially having the 
Help of Duchefne, of whom he affected to fay, 
he had no Manner of nced, tho’ he very fuc- 
ie ‘* cefsfuily 
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cefsfully made ufe of him upon feveral Occa- 
fions, and efpecially in thofe Reigns where there 
was a difpute about Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiction, 
He is farther complained of, for having extrem- 
ly negleéted his Stile and his Compofition ; and 
thefe Faults are the more obvious at prefent, 
in Proportion as our Tafte is become more deli- 
cate; but on the other Hand, he deferves the 
Glory of having fhewn himfelf a ‘good Citizen, 
and a good Frenchman; and ‘it ought to be ac- 
knowledged,. that in his Work, he rather pro- 
pofed the Service and Utility of his Country than 
his own proper Reputation,. He had moreover 
the Courage loudly to condemn bad Princes:and 
their evil Minifters, and to‘obferve the unfortu- 
nate Iffue of their Injuftice, in order to intimt- 
date, as far as he'was able, their Succeffors, by 
fuch remarkable Examples : But then he had 
but too little Knowledge of Characters; it was 
fufficient with him that a Prince had been a bad 
Manager, and ‘had burthened the People, to 
deferve all his Indignation: Neverthelefs, he 
gave Quarter to Weakneffes, to Ignorance and 
Prejudices, which Experience has fhewn are not 
lefs fatal to a State. Aezeray is likewife blam- 
ed for having changed his Family Name for 
that of the Place of his Nativity, in order to 
difguife the Inferiority of his Condition ; but in 
this Refpect we owe him the Juftice to acknow- 
ledge, that by feveral inconteftable Examples 
he has proved it to have been an antient Ufage 
and Cuftom of Men of Letters ; after which it 
is, methinks, unbecoming to reproach his Me- 
mory with it.” | 

With refpeét to Father Daniel, whom he pre- - 


tends to treat with the fame Sincerity as he has 
fhewn towards the foregoing Writer,our Authorfays, 


ce 


His Stile deferves no very particular Obferva- 
** tion; 
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tion ; though the Coldnefs and the little Intereft 
it infpires, give a difadvantageous Impreffion 
of it. His hiftorical Erudition appears but in- 
different, efpecially if we compare it with the 
magnificent Promifes in the Preface to his 
Work, where he has pretended to fhew how 
much it is fuperior to Mezeray in the Recital of 
the Events of the firft Race, fince all the Epi- 
fodes with which he has ftrained himfelf to em- 
bellifh it, are neither uncommon, nor curious, 
nor difficult to find. To thefe new Beauties 
with which he pretends to have adorned the 
French Hiftory, he has been pleafed to add an 
Obfervation on the Facility he might have had 
to infpect and make ufe of all the Monuments, 
preferved not only in the King’s Library, but 
in the Libraries of feveral particular Perfons, 
had he not thought them too little fuitable to a 


general Hiftory, which ought not to shew it/elf 


by Details, nor the Obfervation of little Circume 
ftances ; fo we may conclude, that by a Princi- 
ple of Conduét, he has retrenched from his Hif- 
tory, every thing that could have given it any 
particular Agreeablenefs, efteeming only the true 
and folid Beauties of a great Defign: He de- 
clares moreover, that he laid down a wife 
Rule to himfelf, which was, not to abandon 
himfelf to a Spirit of Curiofity and Refearch, 
through Fear of failing in bis Conjetiures: And 
indeed, had all his Conjectures been like thofe 
which he gives on the pretended Baftardy of 
Charles the Simple, becaufe he was born of a fe- 
cond Marriage, after the firft was broke by the 
Authority of Charles the Bald, he could not, 
withany Likclhood have expected the Suffrage 
of the Publick, how fpecious foever the Pretext 
is to juftify more and more Hugh Capet’s Accefii- 
on to the Crown; -but in reality, fuch Means 
s* would 
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would coft Juftice, Reafon, and even Policy it- 
felf toodear ; fince there is not, I do not fay 
Emperor, or King of France, but a Father of a 
Family, that has.not a right to break the Marri- 
age of his Son, contracted during Minority, 
and without his Confent. To accufe of Baftardy 
the Children of the fecond, under the Pretext 
that the Church had not pronounced Judgement 
on the firft Marriage, andin Confequence of it, 
to give the Right of Succeffion to a Stranger, 
is to abufe all Rules, and to violate every thing 
that is facred, in Juftice, and the Practice of 
Society. Moderation and Refervednefs, are 
Qualities fo much the more eftimable, in that 
they fhew a Wifdom fuperior to the Paffions 
and Intereft ; but Father Danicl’s have had the 
Misfortune to become fufpected of A ffectation, 
and confequently odious to a great many Per- 
fons; fo that feveral of his Readers have from 
thence concluded his Hiitory to bea Work of 
mere Difguife and Artifice. In effect, what 


* can we judge of his conftant Method to reduce, 


upon all Occafions, the moft antient Laws and 
Cuftoms to the Ideas and Practice of our Age, 
without the leaft Attention to the Difference of 
four or five hundred Years, and fometimes 
more? It is upon this Foundation, that he 
charges, without Exception, all thofe as Re- 
bels, Scditious, €%c. who had the Misfortune of 
having any Difputes with their Kings; at leaft, 
if the Succefs of their Enterprizes did not juttify 
itfelf; for then, indeed, he fimds very unjuft 
and very crue] Men, who become in his Stile, 
victorious, able, and great Princes. Never- 
thelefs I cannot conclude, that Artifice and 
Diffimulation were his only Principles in the 
Conduét of his Work ; there are two others 


© that ftrike me no lefs; that is to fay, firft his 


“© Difgutt 
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Difguft tothe Work itfelf, a Thing perhaps ex- 
cufeable, in regard to fodry a Subject as that 
of our antient Hiftory, efpecially for an Au- 
thor who had fignalized himfelf by Works of 
Vivacity : And the other is Prejudice, a necef- 
fary Attendant of the religious Engagement: 
By the firft, we fee he has neglected to clear 
up not only the leaft of thofe Difficulties, which 
occur often enough in our Hiftory, about the 
Dates of certain Events, but even the moft con- 
fiderable, concerning original Laws, Cuftoms, 
Genealogies, and Alliances: Matters wherein 
Politicks being no way interefted in them, he 
might, without anf Risk, have fatisfied the 
general Expectation. He fays, indeed, shat 
allMinuties are unworthy the Majefty of Hiftory; 
but is this Decifion fo infalliable, and fo incon- 
teftable, as to admit of no Obje€tion? May we 
not with more Foundation fay, that Matters 
which he treats as Bagatelles, are very effential 
to Hiftory, and that they are the Utility and 
Ornament of it? Can we hardily condemn eve- 
ry Thing done in Times paft, without weighing 
the Caufe and the Circumftances ? Can we neg- 
le& Genealogies and Alliances? Name indiffe- 
rently the greateft Lords with Perfons of the 
obfcureft Condition? Affeét never to make any 
Diftinétion, but in regard to Employments, 
without fhewing a Sort of fecret Jealoufy againft 
the firft Body ot the State? Thus the beft Rea- 
fon for juftifying him, in Refpect of fo many 
important Omiffions and Negleéts, is truly a 
Sort of Lazinefs, and the Defeét of Relith for 
Subjects, which are the Pleafure as well as Oc- 
cupation of fo many other Men. We may far- 
ther fay, that by thefe Means, he has provided 
more Room in his Hiftory for the Narration of 


‘* Battles and Combats ; Matters feldom fubject to 
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ftop the Pen of a Rhetorician. The fecond Cha- 
raéter that domineers in his Work is Prejudice, 
or if we muft fay fo, the Spirit of Partiality,, 
which I have obferved, as a neceffary Confe- 
quence of his Profeffion ; for brought up ina 
Society, in which the Hatred ofall Truth, con- 
trary toits Principles of Politicks and Morality ; 
a Society in which Chaftity, Obedience to Supe- 
riors, and Addrefs in Intrigues, are almoft the 
only Virtues known ; it feems he would anni- 
hilate all other Duties, never granting entire 
Praife but to thofe who have rendered themfelves 
recommendable, either by Authority in Com- 
mand, or by Subtilit¥ and Supplenefs in their 
Practice, or Submiffion to their Princes or Di- 
rectors ; and ftill muft be added fome Sort of 
corporal Profperity, without which their Pane- 
gyrick is commonly hurried over. He affects 


‘befides, in relating the Difputes between our 


Kings and the Roman Court, an Impartiality 
juftly fufpected ; fince he affirms in one Place, 
that it is impoffible to judge of their refpective 
Rights by what has pafied between them, inaf- 
much as that fome Popes and Kings have equal- 
ly taken their Advantages according as Oppor- 
tunities happened, and others have neglected 
and weakened them, according to their Charac- 
ter. Nevertheleis the Queftion is lefs here, in 
regard to us, about what they did, than about 
the Right they had to aétas they did; and 
therefore, what Confufion foever fome People 
affect to throw among the Ideas of fuch Mat- 
ters, I fhall always fixedly believe and maintain, 
that there are certain known Rules of Duty for 
all Conditions, whether Popes or Kings, and 
that whoever dares to violate them, is accounta- 
le to Mittory for Tranfgreffion. 


s¢ Evil, 
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‘¢ Evil, by whomfoever committed, can never 
‘ be called Good, by any Hiftorian that is a faith- 
¢ ful, difinterefted, impartial, and juft Eftimator 
*¢ of real Virtue. It is a Maxim without which a 
‘ Man ought to blufh in attempting to write a 
“© Hiftory, fince he risks paffing his Infamy down 
*¢ to Pofterity. What is more, Father Daniel has 
“* piqued himfelf, in examining nothing to the 
‘* Bottom, and in feeing nothing beyond the fim- 
“< ple Appearance of it. His Reafons tend, fays 
“< he, to the keeping fair with all the World, to the 
“© fubmitting People’s Minds to the dominant Autho- 
‘¢ yity, to difculp Providence of the Profperity of the 
“< Wicked, and the Adverfity of the Good, and to 
‘* pleafe, by obferving the beft Rules for writing Hi- 
*¢ ffory. I fhall be careful to avoid not applauding, 
‘ with the Publick, fuch pompous and: magnifi- 
<< cent Views; but I fhall alfo take fpecial Care 
“< not to have them for my Guide, feeing the 
<¢ Difficulty I fhould undergo to keep up with 
‘© them.” 

By the Characters of thefe two celebrated Hifto- 
rians which I have here recited, fuch as are con- 
verfant in their Writings, or acquainted with the 
general Opinion of the Learned concerning them, 
will eafily fee our Auchor’s Capacity for Portraits, 
and may in fome Meature judge of his Ability for 
the Task he has here undertaken ; as by compar- 
ing the Language in which Mr. Forman has cloth- 
ed the Coun??s Sentiments with that of the Original, 
they will immediate!y perceive how admirably that 
Gentleman is qualified for a Tranflator, This is 
all I fhall fay, with Refpeét to the Merit of the 
French Letters, or this Verfion of them: I had ra- 
ther my Readers fhould judge thereof by the fore- 
going and following Samples than by anyCommen- 
dation of mine. ; 
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In the fecond Letter M. Boulainvilliers enters di- 
rettiy on his Subje&t: which is, ** An Account 

‘of the Nature of the Svates of the Kingdom of 
‘© France, their Origin, their Rights, their diffe- 
«¢ rent Affenfblies from the Beginning of the Mos 
«¢ narchy, the different Refolutions taken in them, 
*¢ according to the Conjunctures of the Times, or 
«¢ the Exigencies of the Publick ; the Form or 
«s Manner of their Proceedings ; with an Exami- 


<* nation of the Utility or Fnutility of thofe Affem- - 


c¢ blies.” I do’nt pretend to give any regular Ab- 
{tract of what he has offered on thefe Particulars 
throughout this Work ; the Manner of his hand- 
ling them would hardly allow of it; I fhall only 
secite the Heads ofeach Letter as I goalong, and 
here and there extract fuch Paffages as are mofb 
inftructive and entertaining. 

In his fecond Epittle then he fhews the An- 
tiquity and primitive Authority of the general A{- 
femblies of the States; or French Parliament. He 
letsus fee how they were abolifhed under Charles 
Martel, re-eftablifhed by his Son, reftored to all 
their Prerogatives by Charlemaigne. He then in- 
forms us wherein the Rights of thefe Conventions 
at that Time confifted ; how far their Jurisdi€tion 
extended; and what Rank the Perfons were of 
who compofed them. He has here given us a 
moft noble Idea of Charlemaigne, and very judici- 
oufly affigned the Caufe of his Grandeur. Would 
to God that our Briti/fh Kings, for their own:Glo- 
ry, if not for the Felicity of the Nation, might 
copy fo illuftriousan Example! He fays ** Char- 
“ lemaigne, was truly a Warrior, fince he 
“© fubdued halt Europe Ineh by Inch ; Germany 
** alone having cott him thirty Years continual 
¢¢ War; during which the Events of it were not 
‘¢ always favourable to him ;, and yet he fuftained 
*¢ the enormous Weight of Wars,-Battles, and 
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‘* Bufinefs, without rifling his People, without 
‘s giving them the leaft Subject of Complaint.— 
‘s If it beasked, by what Means he raited himfelf 
‘s fo much above his fellow Kings? We muft 
“ look for the Caufe no where but in the real and 
“ effectual Love the had for his Nation ; in the 
‘+ Purity of his Intentions, which, in the general 
<6 View, always conducted him to the greateft 
‘** Gocd; and in the Idea he had conceived of true 
** Glory. — He manifefted a fincere Intention to 
** precure the Good and Advantage of the Pub- 
‘© lick, and only to draw his Glory from the com- 
© mon Welfare of all Men living under his Em- 
‘¢ pire. — He never did any thing without the 
“© Advice of his Subjcéts, taken in the general 
‘© Affembly of the Kingdom ; which, inftead of 
«+ weakning or corrupting, he re-inftated in all the 
“ legitimate Privileges that belonged to them, and 
‘* of which they had been difpoiled. He even 
<* ufed his utmoft Efforts to render them more 
“© Auguft and Magnificient. — He confidered that 
“the French were a free People, as well! by their 
‘* natural Character, as the primitive Right they 
‘© had of chufing their Princes, and concurring 
** with them in the Adminiftration of the Govern- 
“© ment 3; (2 Concurrence which originally ferved 
«+ for neceflary Advice to the King, and a Motive 
** to the whole Nation to procure the Succefs of 
<* thofe Undertakings which had been refolved 
«* upon by general Confent) He conceived therefore 
“* that a defpotick and arbitrary Government, being 
“* abfolutely contrary to the Genius of the Nation, 
** and its evident Right, could not be Jafting. — 
‘© Hehad been himfelf an Eye-Witnefs of the too 
“* politick Conduct of his Father, who being in- 
** debted to the Nation for mounting him on the 
«¢ Throne, could not refufe it the undoubted Right 
“it had to aflemble every Year, and form the 

“* com- 
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‘* common Deliberations ; but which he artfully 
‘© knew how to divert from their true Objeét.— 
“< On the other hand, Charlemagne, a Prince fin- 
¢< cere and upfight in his Intentions, as well as 
“* Conduct, a Prince incapable of feparating his 
“¢ Intereft from that of the State, or thinking it 
<< was poffible for the Sovereign to obtain any fo- 
‘€ Jid Glory, ow, ahi of his interior Admini. 
‘< ftration, looked upon Artifice to be altogether 
«© as unworthy of himfelf, as unjuft towards a Nas 
“¢ tion fo generous and fo paffionately fond of their 
& King.” - 

The Rights and Powers of the Fi‘ench Parlia- 
tents, conferred by Charlemagne, were beyond 
thofe of any Affembly we are now acquainted 
with, Our Author tells us, They judged fove- 
reignly the major Caufes, Infractions of Faith, Re- 
volts, Felonies, Attempts againft the Government, 
Confpiracies, Troubles in the State ; and this with- 
out Refpect of Perfons, not excepting the Sove- 
reign, or even the Imperial Dignity itfelf : Accor- 
ding to the fundamental Principle that all French- 
men were equal, and to be tried by their Peers, ac- 
cidental Dignities not changing in the leaft, the firft 
Character formed by being born a Frenchman, 
They had the Raifing and Applying of all Impofts 
and Duties, the Difpofal of Employments, the 
giving Commiffions, and filling the Courts of Ju- 
dicature. They deliberated of War, Peace, and 
Alliances ; they fettled the Operations, the Diftris 
butions and Marches of the Troops, the Execution 
of martial Law, and the Obfervance of military 
Difcipline. ‘They determined all the Differences 
and Difputes that happened between the Lords and 
the Prelates, or between the Church and the Body 
of the Nobility, And laftly, Charlemagne con- 
{tituted them a publick Tribunal, where every 

injured, 
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injured Subject, fuffering Injuftice, or Oppreffion, 
might find an effectual Remedy againft Vio- 
lence. 

It may perhaps be faid, as the Count obferves, that 
this Prince was not an able Politician, if it be true 
that he gave up a Part of the Sovereign Power, 
which in all Tinves had been thought incommuni- 
cable: But in his Behalf he anfwers, Charlemagne was 
a greater Politician than any of his Predeceffors, 
or all his Succeffors together. He governed him- 
felf by this Maxim, that ‘* every Prince who 
** rules without regard to the Rights of the Peo- 
*¢ ple, without Attention to their Character, or the 
‘© Happinefs of the Publick, and without Defire 
*¢ of founding his Glory on the Juftice of his Go- 
‘© vernment; can never be confidered by Pofteri- 
*< ty, otherwife than as an Oppreffor, —Charle- 
** magne did that, in the prodigious Elevation of 
<< his Fortune, thro’ a mere Motive of Juftice and 
¢¢ Virtue, which his Succeflors could not prevail 
«¢ upon themfelves todo, even in the midft of the 
«< greateft Diforders of the State, and the immi- 
*< nent Peril of lofing their Crown.— By this 
*¢ Means he not only delivered himfelf from 
¢¢ Hate and Jealoufy, which Ufurpation of Power 
*© unavoidably draws upon itfelf, but he more and 
«© more deferved the Efteem and Love of his Sub 
$< jeéts; by this Means he delivered himfelf from 
«s Fear, the infeparable Companion of Tyranny ,; 
«¢ by this Means he fatisfied Juftice, Reafon, and 
¢ the Uprightnefs of his own Heart, without lofing 
‘© the leaft Particle of his real Authority. — This 
€¢ great Prince was entirely ignorant of the Art of 
‘* Reigning by Divifion, as well as that of anni- 
«¢ hilating the Subftance, and breaking the Spirits 
“< of the People by Oppreffion, inorder to domi- 
*‘ neer over them with the greater State and 
«¢ Haughtinefs, — He thought a Prince could 
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<< not be truly great, nor perform his Duty, 
‘< without Knowledge, nor without Inftruction ; 
‘* and with this Idea, though he was not only the 
©¢ moft learned Prince, but the moft learned Man 
‘sof the Age; he generally fpent the greateft 
«¢ Part of the Night in Study, after having pafled 
“ the Day either in the Fatigues of War, or the 
«© Tabours of Government.” 

The third Letter of this Volume contains a De- 
tail of the Parhaments affembled under the fecond 
Race of the Kings\ of France, and their moj? celebra- 
ted Judgments, with Remarks on their mof? ancient 
Furisdiction. Here we have an Account of that 
Spirit of Liberty which influenced all the Govern- 
ments formed in, Europe, on the Diffolution of 
the Roman Empire ;. an Idea of the beft Conftitu- 
tion of a State; a fhort Hiftory of the Principal 
Affemblics, or Parliaments convened under Char- 
lemagne; a Relation of that Monarch’s Partition 
of the Empire among his Children, in the Year 
$06, with a View of divers important Events 
that followed thereupon to the Year 898; from 
which Time forth all the Parts of the Kingdom, 
our Author fays, being dif-united, no Foorfteps 
were found of any true Parliaments. At the Clofe 
of this Epiftle, he fhews what Difference there 
was between the Parliaments affembled under 
dingh Capet, and thofe held under Charlemague. 

In the fourth Letter, which includes a Detail of 
the teodal Governinent and Eftablifhment of the Fiefs, 
the Infranchifement of the Serts, + or mortmain Peo- 
ple, and the Eunnoblement of the Infranchifed; our 
Author proves the Antiquity of the Feodality in 
France, which he fhews to be much earlier than 
Hugh Capet’s Reign, and to have been pofi- 
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tively eftablifhed by Charlemagne in fome Parts of 
the Monarchy, and ina more indetermined Man- 
ner in others. He afterwards enters into the Ori- 
gin and Nature of this Service. He will have 
Charlemagne to have taken the frft Hint of it from 
the People of the North, and to have been confir- 
med in his liking of it by the Example of the 
Lombards. He prefents us with an Abridgment of 
a decretory Regulation made by Charles the Grofs, 
concerning the Order and Duty of Fiefs, when he 
was upon the Point of an Expedition into Jtaly, to 
receive the Imperial Crown from the Pope’s, own 
Hand. He had then need of a powerful Army 3 
and that he might march at the Head of them with 
Dignity and Safety, he thought proper to fettle 
the Difcipline of it on this Foundation. In the 
next Place the Count fhews us ‘how and to whom 
the Fiefs were diftributed. Hethen prepofes and 
anfwers an Objection which may be offered againft 
the Prudence of the feodal Infticution. He evinces 
the Utility of itto the Prince, and largely fets forth 
the Wifdom of Charlemagne in its Appointment. 
What he fays upon thefe Heads, is fucceeded by 
an Account of the Eftablifhment of the Royal Baz- 
iiffs; an Innovation in the Government of the 
Kingdom, which he no way approves of. The 
Letter clofes with his Cenfure of another Alterati- 
on in the State of the People, which appears to 
him more monftrous than that I have laft mentio- 
ned, viz. the Ennoblement of a vaft Multitude of 
fervile Families, after their having got Poffeffion 
of the principal Eftates in the Monarchy. Of thefe 
he mentions feveral, the Dates of whofe Patents he 
has given us; the firft of which was granted to 
one Raoul, a Goldfmith, in the Year 1271, by 
Philip UI, Son of St. Louis, 
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In the fifth Epiftle, which treats of the In/titution 
of Knighthood, the Manner of adminiftring Fuftice, 
the Right and Way of making War, the Ordinances 
end Regulations of Philip the Auguft, and the Me- 
thods be took to ruin the Fiefs; we have feveral 
Pieces of Hiftory, which can hardly be reduced 
under any Title. They relate to the Mif-conduét 
of the Freuch Monarchs, from whence enfued A- 
nimofities and Divifions in the State, with Difor- 
ders and Licentioufnefs among the People ; to fome 
Attempts of the Prelates for remedying thefe 
Things, which turned chiefly to the Advantage of 
the Clergy,who made Ufe of the Conftitutions their 
Leaders ordained, to bring the Laity under a moft 
grievous Subjection. We have here fet before us the. 
unaccountable Ignorance both of the Grandees of 
the Kingdom, and of the Ecclefiafticks, whofe 
Stupidity and Idlenefs gave Rife toa Set of Men 
called Clérks ; who having ftudied Latin, were 
capable of drawing up legal Inftruments, and who 
got by Rote the Cuftoms of each fCounty, or 
Fief, which made them be confidered as Lawyers, 


and their Advice to be taken upon divers Occafi- ° 


ons. Ina fhort timethe Lords came to transfer alk 
their judicia] Authority over to them, by which they. 
degraded themfelves ; fince from thenceforth the 
People began to regard the othersas Men of Impor- 
tance, Defpofitaries of the Laws and Cuftoms, 
whofe Opinions were not to be contradiéted, Our 
Author fhews to what a Height of Power, For- 
tune, and Dignity fome Families were by this 
Means elevated ; but that however there was al- 
ways an effential Difference between the Clerks and 
Nobility. He afterwards difcourfes of the Policy of 
Hugh Capet’s Regulation of the Fiefs ; he informs 
us what were the real and undifputed Rights of the 
Lands pofieffed in Barony,and defcribes theMethods 
of Judicatureinthofe Lordthips. He defines the Peer- 
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age, which he makes ‘* an Honour confequent on 
«© the Poffeffion of a Fief, that gave the Poffeffor a 
¢¢ Right of difpenfing Juftice, in Conjunction with 
«¢ his Equals, in the Affizes of a Fiefof which he 
¢¢ held, either in Contentions or feodal Matters.’ 
He alledges feveral Examples to prove the Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice was a Prerogative of the 
Peerage ; that Lords of Manors had a Right of 
going to War with one another ; and quotes from 
a famous Writer, the Ground upon which Hoftili- 
ties might be juftifiably committed, with certain 
Rules, according to which they were to be punctu- 
ally conducted: Nay, he recites a Part of an Or- 
dinance of St. Louis, which evidently proves that 
the Proprietors of Fiefs might wage War even 
againft the King. He tets forth alfo the Manner 
of making Peace. He next relates the Steps taken 
by Philip the Auguft, who endeavoured to ruin the 
grand Fiefs,as his Grandfather Louis theGrofs had the 
imaller. He compares the Conveniencies and Incon- 
veniencies which accrued to the State by the En- 
franchifement of the Populace. Among the latter, 
he reckons, ‘* the giving Birth to an infinite 
¢¢ Number of Law-fuits, which occafioned the Stu- 
¢¢ dy of the Law, or rather Chicane; and this 
¢¢ Litigioufnefs in a fhort Time fpread all over 
*< France, not excepting the King’s Court, which, 
€* it may be affirmed, fet an Example tothe reft :” 
With a fingular Proof of which he fhuts up this 
Epiftle, in fome Remarks on a Judgment given 
againft Errard de Brienne, in a Parliament held at 
Melun by Philip the Auguft in the Year 1216. 

The fixth Letter contains a fhort Account of the 
Parliaments, or general Affemblies, from that of Me- 
jun to the Reign of Philip the Fair; with feveral 
Particulars relating to the firft Convocations of Statese 
General, and to the Coin of the Kingdom. With 
Regard to the Parliaments, our Author — 
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them in a chronological Order, and obferves whag 
was material in their Refolutions, or in the Ceremo- 
niale of their Meetings. I muft not enter into this 
Subject any further than to remark, That in the 
Progrefs thereof we have a View of the Methods 
whereby the Kings of France weakened the Power 
and encroached upon the Privileges of that great 
Body, and fo raifed themfelves by Degrees to an 
Ability of grafping the whole Liberty of the Nae 
tion. The Count has made fome Reflections on 
the feveral Changes which were thus made in the 
judicial Order of the Kingdom, whereby its Con- 
ftitution was entircly altered, and it was at laft 
enflaved. 

By what our Author fays concerning the Coi- 
nage, it appears not to have been any peculiar Pre- 
rogative of the Kings of /rance. It was one of the 
Rights of the Peerage. But when Pdilip the Fair 
had trampled upon thofe, and compleated that De- 
ftruGtion of them which his Predeceffors had be- 
gun, he feized upon this noble one, in the Year 
1294, and appropriated if to himfeif only. What 
a general Diffatisfaétion this occafioned, and the 
Steps he took, both to pacify that, and at the 
fame Time to eftablifh his Ufurpation, are related 
in the latter Part of this Letter. The People felt 
fuch deplorable Effects of it as exhaufted their 
Patience, and caufed a general Revolt of the whole 
Nation; ‘which affected that Prince fo fenfibly, 
that he died of it ; making this Amends however 
to his injured Country, that he employed his laft 
Days in regretting the paft, and remonftrating to 
his Succeffor, that Juttice required he fhould banifh 
the bafe Money out of the Realm, and reftore the 
Coin of # to its original Purity. 

The feventh Epiftle is a Continuation of the 
Subject of the foregoing, and treats of what we 
now call the Parliaments of France, or States- 
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General, which have for feveral Ages been made 
up of three Orders, in Oppofition to thofe primi- 
tive Affemblies of the Nobles alone, which at frit 
compofed the fupreme Authority. Thefe Conven- 
tions had their Rife »1 the Reign of Philip ihe Fair, 
Our Author has expofed the Motives which engag- 
ed that Prince to contrive this Innovation in the 
Conftitution. The firft of them was fummoned 
by Writs direéted by him to the Barons, Arch- 
bifhops, Bifhops, and Prelates * of the Kingdom, 
inviting them to appear perfonally in the Cathe- 
dra] Church of Paris, on Thurfday, the Day of 
Mid-Lent, being the 23d of March, 1301. The 
like Letters were addreffed to the Cathedral 
Churches, Univerfities, Chapters, and Colleges, 
requiring them to fend their Deputies thither ; and 
to the Royal Bailiffs, to caufe the Communities of 
Cities, Towns, and Territories, to elect Syndics, 
or Procurators, capable of deliberating on the high 
Matters he had to propofe to them. 

Our Author has enabled us to form an imperfect 


‘Notion of the Letters- Patent of this firft Convoca- 


tion, tho’ they are not now to be found ; and he has 
given us fome Idea of the Affairs therein treated of, 
and the Form of its Proceedings. 
In the Sequel of this Epiftle we have a Computa- 
tion of the Value of jthe Revenue of the Crown in 
the Time of Philip the Great, Grandfather of 
St. Louis, which amounted to no more than g0,0Cc0 
Livres of prefent French Money. We fee there 
alfo in what Meafure it encreafed, and what it was 
worth toPhilp IV. or theFair,Grandfon of the latter, 
We have afterwads a fad Account of the weak, 
arbitrary, and wicked Government of this Prince, 
with a moft fhocking Reprefentation of the al- 


* The mitred Abbots, and fome other Dignitaries of the 
Church were fo called, 
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moft incredible Wickednefs that is reported ta 
have overfpread the whole Country, and of thofe 
Convulfions which followed thereupon, The No- 
bles, tho’ exrremely corrupt themfelves, confpired 
to fhake off the Yoke of his intolerable Tyranny, 
We have here a Copy of the A ffociation they enter- 
ed into for the Execution of their Purpofe. 

Philip e{caped this Storm by dying, as we have 
juft before faid. He was fucceeded by Louis Tutin, 
who named Commiuffioners to examine into the 
Complaints of the People, with a Promfe to re- 
drefs their Grievances, Something of this was 
done. Charters were granted to feveral Counties. 
Our Author has inferted an Extract of that yielded 
to the Province of Champagne. He tnfinuates at the 
fame Time that this Monarch was not entirely fin- 
cere in thefe Tranfactions ; that he intended there- 
in only to amufe the Subjects with a Profpect of 
Relief, that he might engage them more eafily to 
deliver into his Hands the original Contra¢ts of 
Affociation, by which they had bound themtelves 
to unite againft his Father. The Foundation an 
which he builds this Sufpicion feems not to be 
groundlefs. This Epiftle ends with the Mention 
of Louis’s Expedition into Flanders, anda Detail 
of the Inftructions given to his Commiffioners for 
raifing the neceffary Supplies. 

The eighth Letter,which is the laft of thefirft Vo- 
lume, comprehends The Reigus of Philip the Fair’s 
three Children. The Reign of Philip VI. called de 
Valois, dnd of John; with several Particulars con- 
cerning the Parliaments of 1316, 1317, 1322, 1328, 
and 1349. Tho’, by the Title of this Letter, one 
might think it had no Manner of Concern with 
Louis Hutin, ‘whofe Attempt upon Flanders was 
touched on at the Clofe of the laft ; yet our Author 
here takes notice of his Encroachments upon the 
Lord’s Right of Coinage, the Re-eftablifhment of 
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which was one of the Articles they had infitted 
on in their late Claim of Privileges, and which 
he had pretended to yield and fecure to them by the 
aforefaid Charters. We here alfo fee the fad Efe 
fects of his Maladminiftration, in the Dread he had 
of his People’s Refentments, and the Shifts he had 
Recourfe to for raifing of Money: ‘* Not daring 
*¢ to hazard a general Affembly, our Author tells 
‘¢ usy he took it into his Head, after Cori/fmas of 
“© the Year 1315, to hold a provincial Affembly, 
‘© by Bailiwicks and Senefchalies, in which he re- 
‘¢ prefented by his feveral Commiffioners, the di- 
¢ itrefied State of his Affairs; his Defire of a 
«© chorough Reformation, and at the fame Time 
“¢ the Impoffibility of his fucceeding in it, if his 
*¢ Subjecis did not affift him with fome pecuniary 
«s Aids.” He died the third of Fane following, 
leaving only a Daughter by his firft Marriage, and 
his new Spoufe Clementina of Hungary big with 
Child, and confequently the Succeffion uncertain. 
Our Author gives a fuccinét Account of the Con- 
tefts this occafioned, and likewife of the Setrlement 
of the Crown, after the Queen’s Delivery of a Son 
that lived but a few Weeks, on Phiiip Ve who had 
exetcifed the Government during the [nterregnum. 
This is followed by a Summary of the Proceedings 
of this Reign. One of the firft Steps of it was the con~ 
voking a General-Affembly, in which this Prince 
made feveral wife and good Regulations. However, 
he carried his Prerogative to as high a Pitch as his 
Predeceffors, He afferted nis Right of ennobling, 
and raifed his Relations to a Superiority of Rank 
above all others. He quite ftripped the Peers of 
the Coinage. He levied a heavy Tax upon the 
whole Kingdom, without Exception of Perfons. 
This laft caufed a general Difcontent, and occafion- 
ed a powerful Oppofition both of the Clergy and 
Nobility ; upon which he altered his Meafures, and 
con- 
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convening an Affembly of the States, endeavoured 
to influence their Refolutions, fand by their Con- 
currence to effect what was beyond the Reach of 
the abfolute Authority he had afflumed. He was 
feized with a Complication of Diftempers while this 
Projeét was in Execution, and left the World jutt 
as he was on the Point of compleating his Defignss 


[To be continued. ] 


ARTICLE XVI 


Obfervations wpox Dr. Pemberton’s Reply, 
publifbed in the Viftory of the Works of the 

Learned for February. By the Author of 
the former Odjervations. 


HO Philalethes is, or who Iam ; whether 
the fame, or two different Perfons, is not 
material, 

The Reafon why Philaletbes took his leave, has 
been often declared. 

That no new Perfon cares to engage with Dr. 
Pemberton, confidering how he has carried himfelf 
in this Controverfy, and how abfolutely he has con- 
futed Philalethes, is not to be wondered at. 

I know of no opprobrious Terms ufed in this Dif- 
pute, except by Dr. Pe-nberton himfelf. 

That he fhould be fo eafily provoked, nay, for- 
ced into a Continuance of the Debate upon fo trifling 
a Subjed, and yet be fo utterly infenfible to the 
means ufed by Pdilalethes, to provoke and force 
him to come to the principal Point of the Contro- 
verfy, is but one way to be accounted for. 

The Doétor, as I had prediéted in my laft, is 
not fardy enough to affirm directly, that in his 
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Propofition of February 1738, the Ratio is not fup- 
pofed to be firft affigned,and theVelocity to be after= 
wards taken: Nor does he pretend there is any one 
Mathematician, not even Mr. Robins himfelf, who 
underftands that Propofition otherwife than I do. 
Nor does he, as I had required, explicitly and 
directly deny, that by a Degree of Celeriry he 
did at firft underftand an uniform Velocity. He 
tells us indeed, that his Meaning in February, is 


manifeft from the Reftriftion he ufed in May follow- 


ing. But this needs no An{fwer. 

The pretended Miftake of Philaletbes about 
parabolick Curves has been long fince * cleared up. 

Tho’ two Lines increafe without Limit, yet if a 
Time be named, and the Degree of Celerity with 
which they increafe, can be known at any Inftant 
whatfoever of that Time, the Magnitude of the 
Lines is affignable at the laft Inftant of that Time, 
To fay otherwife is a manifeft Error. 

The utmofi Condition required of Dr. Pemberton 
was to affign the Velocity. This he pretends, is 
fully complied with, he has affigned the Velocity fo, 
that it may be certainly known, what that Velocity is 
at any Inftant what/oever of the Time imployed by the 
Lines in their Increafe. 

But to fay the Velocity can be known at any In- 
ftant whatfoever of the Time, and yet cannot be 
known at the laft Infant of that Time, is a Con- 
tradiction. 

If the Velocity cannot be known at the laft In- 
ftant of the Time, but is then utterly unaffignable, 
the Velocity, properly fpeaking, is not afligned., 

The Difparity betweeu the Doctor’s Cafe and that 
of Philalethes has been already fhewn. Pbhilalethes 
never affirmed, nor had any Occafion to affirm, 
that it may be certainly known how the Number of 


* Appendix to the Republick of Letters for Nevember, 1736, 
P33 349 74: 
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the Parallelograms increafes at any Inftant what. 
foever of the Hour. But Dr. Pemberton has affirms 
ed it may be certainly known what the Velocity is 
at any Inftant whatfoever of the Time named. 

The firft Principle. in Fluxions alledged by Drs 

Pemberton; is not difputed, 
" The Magnitude of the Lines is affignable at the . 
Jaft Inftant of the Time, if the Velocity of their 
Increafe can be known at every Inftant of thatTime. 
~The Propofition now laid down by Dr. Pember- 
ton, is not conrradictory to mine. 

I have been the fhorter in thefe Obfervations, be- 
caufe, as the Doctor now ftates rhe Cafe between us; 
Lapprehend'we are not far from an Agreement. 

He admits my Propofition to be true, when the 
Lines are fuppofed to increafe either uniformly, or 
after the Manner that the Ordinates increafe in pa- 
tabolical Curves, while the Abiciffa increafes uni- 
formly. 

Nor does he deny the Truth of it in hyperbolical 

Curves, when the Ordinates are not parallel to an 
Afymptote. etaN 
. The only Point in Queflion is; whether the Pro- 
pofition holds true, when the Lines increafe like 
thofe Ordinates in an hyperbolical Curve; which are 
parallel to an Afymptote: Then, Dr. Pemberton 
affirms, the Propofition is falfes | 

But if the Velocity of the Increafe of the Lines 
can be known at the -laft Inftant of the Time 
named, the increafing Lines will not atrive at the 
Afymptote at the End of the Timenamed, and the 
Propofition will hold good. 

And if the Lines arrive at the Afymptote at the 
End of the Time named, as in Dr. Pemberion’s 
new Demonttration, the Velocity of their Increafe 
cannot be known at the Jaft Inftant of the Times 
and confequently this is a Cafe quite foreign to my: 
Propofition, | 





